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1. THE LORD'SPRAYER PART | Based on Matt. 6:7-15

Paul Aurandt in hisbook, Destiny, tells of the power ful impact a single father can have on
awhole society. Norman's father was a salesman in Connecticut. He did not like people who
wer e different from himself, and that was almost everybody. In other words, he was a bigot.
He constantly insulted people, and cut them down for their race or color. Women were
degraded, and his own wife was not allowed to speak her mind. Home life was one of
constant tension with fighting and shouting. Norman'sfather ended up involved in some
shady deal on the sale of stocks.

Norman was 12 year s old when his father got out of prison. But thisdid not change him
at all. He was still as narrow, dogmatic, and critical as ever. Norman still loved his father,
for inspite of all his weaknesses, he had a good and loving sideto him. So when Nor man
grew up he madehis father'simage one of the most popular images Americahasever
known. Nor man became a famous TV producer, and one of the biggest hits of all time was
Norman Lear'sArchie Bunker in All In The Family. Archie Bunker wasnot portraying a
figment of someone'simagination. He was portraying the life of areal father.His viewsand
values wer e those of Nor man's own father.

When we come to thelife and teachings of Jesus we need to recognize also that they
represent the views and values of areal father. Jesus wasthe expressimage of the Father.
He said, "He that hath seen me hath seen the Father." |f we want to know what God is like,
we look at Jesus, for Heisthe full and final revelation of God the Father. Henry Drummond
said, " We can unlock a man's whole life if we watch what words he uses most." The word
Jesus used most for God was Father. He calls God Father 17 timesjust in the Sermon on the



M ount, and 12 of them are here in chapter 6. He usesthis name for God in thischapter
mor e than anywhere else in the synoptic Gospels. Thisisthe God is Father chapter. | call
your attention to thisso you do not think werelate to God as Father only because theLord's
Prayer beginswith our Father. Jesus makes clear that ever ything we doisto bedonein the
Father-child relationship. All we doisdone either in obedience or disobedience to our
heavenly Father, and so the Christian life could properly be called,all in the family.

A Sunday school teacher, after a service on the omnipotence of God, asked her classif
ther e was anything God could not do? Therewassilence, and then onelittle guy put up his
hand. Shefelt disappointed, thinking he must have missed the point of the lessons. She
asked, "What do you think God can't do?" He said, " Well, He can't please everybody." That,
of course, isliterally true, for not even our heavenly Father can please everybody,
even those in Hisown family.

The story of the Prodigal Son illustratesthis. The Father was an ideal father, and thereis
not one thing you can detect in him that makes him a poor father. Yet he had two sons,
and both of them were not pleased by hisvalues. The younger son did not want to stay
around and live under hisideal love. He wanted to take off and live an independent life.
The father did not please him enough to hold him at home. The elder brother, on the other
hand, was not pleased with his father when he accepted the rebel back. Her e were two boys
who had as good a father as anyone could ever have, yet they wer e not pleased.

The pointisnot, that it isimpossible to be agood father, but that it isimpossible for a
good father to always please his children. Not even the only perfect father, who is God,
can do this. Theresult is God'schildren all through history are like the two sonsin the
parable of the Prodigal. One side goesto the extreme of stressing God's justice and
discipline, and this causes many to want to leave the family. The other side stressesthe love
and compassion of the father, and this makes the other side feel like walking out of the
family, because this seems to them to make God a wishy-washy indulgent parent. T he family
of God is often torn by the conflicting pictures of the natur e of God'sfatherhood. IsHea
Divine Domineering Disciplinarian, or is He a Passive Permissive
Parent?

History would indicate that people tend to lean one way or the other depending on what
kind of an earthly father they had, and whether they accepted or rejected their father's
values. Whole cultures have followed one or the other concept of God. Eastern, or the
Greek church, tended to develop the idea of God asthe Father-Creator, and the Father -
Redeemer. Hismain purposein history wasto restor e His fallen family to Himself through
our Redeemer-Brother, the L ord Jesus.

TheWestern, or Latin church, followed Tertullian, the brilliant theologian who wasalso a
lawyer, who established a more legalistic approach. God wasthejudge, and the penalty must
be paid, and so if you have no alter native you are condemned. God, however, provides a
substitute to take your condemnation. It isthe Lord Jesus who setsyou free.Both of these
have a Biblical foundation, but our Wester n emphasis can be easily distor ted, and lead to all
kinds of fears of God as a condemning judge. The problem with trying to lock God into one
form of fatherhood, or another, isthat the universe cannot contain God, let alone some



form, category, or description that men formulate for their own convenience. God's
father hood isasvaried asit needsto beto meet the needs of all His children.

God isFather to both the legalistic and the freedom loving. Both the Prodigal and his
elder brother were equally sons of the same father. The father isnot responsible for the
weaknesses of either son. Hedid not want his youngest to go off and live for sensual
pleasure. He knew that road would end with hogs and humiliation. But neither did he want
his eldest to be such a legalistic snob, who would rather see hisbrother perish than be
welcomed back and forgiven. The father was not the problem, but he wasthe center of that
family, and the only hope of the families survival. The father isthe only hope of the two sons
ever beingreconciled.

Soitisin thefamily of God. The father hood of God isthe foundation for all Christian
unity. Christianswill differ on many things, even on the meaning of fatherhood, but the
reality of that fatherhood isthe basisfor their oneness. And that iswhy the first word of the
Lord'sPrayer isOUR. Not any father in heaven, but our Father. Not the father | have
created in my own image, for my own satisfaction, but the father of all the great family of
God, with its multiplicity of per sonalities, and varied backgrounds and cultures. Hereisall
the wor ld of human complexity tied up in divine simplicity: OUR FATHER. Itisthe same
concept we have when we say our nation. The United Statesis one nation, yet 50 states.It iSE
Pluribus Unum-or, the many in one. Such isthe family of God.

TheLord's Prayer, therefore, isa family prayer. You will searchin vain tofind an |, me,
my, or minein thisprayer. It isalwaysthe plural you will see: Our Father, give us
our daily bread, forgive us, and lead us not into temptation. Jesus said we areto get aloneto
pray, but not to pray for ourselves alone. You ar e to shut out the sight and sound of
others,but never the sensitivity to the needs of others. The poet capturesthistruth so
beautifully-

You cannot pray the Lord's Prayer,
And even oncesay "1."

You cannot pray the Lord's Prayer,
And even oncesay "My."

You cannot pray the Lord's Prayer,
And not include another;

Y ou cannot ask for daily bread,
And not include your brother.

For othersareincluded
In each and every plea,

From the very beginning
It never oncesays,"Me."

We arenot getting into theissue of the univer sal father hood of God, for that would take
us down a different road, and we have plenty to see on theroad we are traveling, so let me
just state what all can agreeon: The"our" herecertainly includes all who have received
Jesus astheir Savior, for John makesit clear that as many as have received Him have been
given the right to be called sons of God. Thismeansthat private prayer still has a social



function. Jesus expectsthat we will come before our heavenly Father with an awareness that
we part of afamily. This awareness will make a world of difference in both our prayer life,
and our lifein general. It should make us mor e selfless, and awar e of the needs of othersin
the family. We have a natur al tendency to be self-centered.

A mother asked her boy what he learned from the story of the Good Samaritan? He said,
"| learned that if | am ever in trouble somebody should help me." Thisisthetendency of all
God's children, to see life only from the per spective of their own need.
Thisiswhat makesit so hard for God to please everybody in the family. But if we come
before God as, our Father, we will come with a broader per spective that goes beyond self
needs. None of us would consider it proper for afather of four to grant all the requests of
one at the expense of the other three. Such afather would be spoiling the one, and being
mean and unfair to the others.

The gist of what Jesus is saying by the form of this prayer is, all of us should come before
God with assurance that He will grant us all the basic needs of life. But when we branch out
into other areas, we need to recognize that our requests may not be consistent with fair ness
tothewhole family. If | desireit to be a beautiful day, and pray for sunshine, | need to do so
with the spirit of, not my will but thine be done, for | know the wider family needs may
demand rain. | can't expect God to be an indulgent Father to me, and grant my every whim,
regardless of the consequences for the whole family.

Thereare alot of issuesin history where Christians are on both sides, and legitimately so,
for their needs, background, and values, take them down different roads. Itislegitimate also
that they both seek God's guidance and providence to achieve their goals.But they should
always have the per spective that God does not choose sidesin the family,but seeks for
reconciliation. We must come with the spirit of plurality, and say, our Father.

Heisthe Father even of those sonswho differ with me. Therefore, not my will be done,or
their will be done, but Thy will be done. What is best for the whole family should be what we
desire.

The"our" of theLord's Prayer isthe key to harmony and peace in the family of God.It
can do wonder s for unity in the home as well. The assumption isthat the father will do what
isbest for the family whether or not he does what is best for you. That will make you sad or
glad depending on seriously you takethe " our." Abraham Lincoln told the story of the
farmer who married a woman he thought was as meek asadove. Shewas until one day he
said to her, " I'm going to enlarge me dairy." Shesaid, " That isour dairy dear." Hewas
shocked at her claim, and stubbornly said, "My dairy, dear." Shewent wild and began to
clobber him with the skillet, and in self-defense he fled to the bedroom and crawled under
the bed. After awhile she appeared at the door and said, " Now what are you doing?" He
responded from under the bed, " I'm just looking for our pants dear."

What husband hasnot had to have a little help to get passed the, " My car, my money, my
whatever," thinking. Some never make thetransition, but thefact is, only when, " our™
comesthrough isunity and oneness becoming areality. That isthegoal in marriage, and in
the family of God, and that iswhy prayer needsto begin with theword "our." Jesusdid not
teach any prayer for an only child, for God has many childr en, and this is a major



importance in our approaching Him in prayer. No request can be consistent with Hiswill if
it isdetrimental to othersin the family. The Prodigal got hisfair share, but the father did
not give him any of hisbrother'sinheritance. A wisefather must constantly balance his
giving so asto befair and just to all of hischildren.

Thevery nature of prayer, because of this" our" means many prayerswill not be
answered. Thisisanother subject we will not pursue now, but we need to recognize what is
truefor human parents. Have you granted your children every request they have made?
Have you even attempted to fill the endless requisitions of their never ending need, and
unquenchable greed? If so, you already know why God does not answer all prayers. Much
prayer isas unanswerable as your children'srequest of you. When our grandson was little
he had days when all he wanted was cherrios. |If you gave heed to hisevery plea for them he
would never eat anything else. Many prayers get off to a false start, for they begin with a
request, not to our Father, but to my Father. Thatis, it isa purely selfish request with no
regard to therest of the family. We cannot expect God to grant our every wish r egardless of
how it affects others.

We need to see that thereason the our isso vital to successful prayer isbecause every
defect and neurosisthereisin the human family, because of poor fatherhood images, isalso
a part of the family of God. There are Christians everywhere who havethe right concept of
God in their heads, but do not haveit real in their hearts. Their views of fatherhood are
distorted by many factors. Robert Frost gives an example in hisbook,

Our Heavenly Father. A gifted Bible teacher told of her tragic childhood because her
parentstook the discipline by fear approach. All parents use it sometime, but it wastheir
specialty.

Beside constant threats, they once packer her suitcase and dragged her down the stairs
saying they wer e going to give her away. She became hysterical, and begged for one more
chance. She was constantly told that God would punish her if she was bad, and each time she
fell and skinned her kneethiswasused to inform her that God was punishing her. Itisnot
hard to under stand why her image of God was that of a sadistic fiend whose greatest joy was
the suffering he could inflict. She grew up and studied the Bible for herself, and cameto
grasp atotally different view of her heavenly Father, but the emotional scarswere still in
her heart.

Ten of thousands of God's children have had such scars from false teachings, and the
experiences of their youth. One of the most common problems Christians havein their
inner life stem from bad father images. Their healing demandsthat they go beyond the,
my father level, to the our father level, and see in God all they never had in their earthly
father. Thebeginning of the Lord's Prayer could bring healing to many who can be brought
to see that the our Father representsthe ideal father, and not the fallen father they have
cometo fear.

Absolutely tender,
Absolutely true!
Understanding all things!
Understanding you!



Infinitely loving,
Exquisitely near,
ThisisGod our Father,
What have we to fear?

Thisisa message of good news that millions need to know and believe to be happy members
of the family of God. We areto live by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God,
and thisoneword OUR can be a feast that will develop our spiritual muscles, and make us
matur e sons and daughters.

The point Jesus is making by this opening word is not that prayer is never personal and
self oriented. Jesus prayed prayer s that wer e totally self-centered. He said things like my
God, my God why has Thou forsaken me. Lifeisfull of occasionswhen we cry out to God
for personal needsthat have little to do with othersin the family. These are valid concerns,
and are not signs of selfishness at all.

Selfishness comesin, however, and dominates our lives when we loose an awar eness of the
family, and ceaseto approach God as our Father in most of life'sissues. Prayer then
becomes a method wher eby we seek to manipulate God so He is always on our sidein the
wor |d of competition.

1. God help my team to win.

2. God help my stock torise.

3. God help my interest to come out on top.

We do not consciously think these selfish things, but that istheinner motive that drives us.
We have lost sight of the our, and family nature of prayer.

The morewe become conscious of the our, the mor e we will recognize both teams have
Christians playing, and both want victory. The only honest prayer, therefore, is, help usto
do our best, and thy will be done. If God, in His providence, willsto shift the balancein
favor of your opponent, aspart of the family, you know it was for the good of the whole
family. If the victory goesto you, you also know it is no basis for pride, asif God loves you
morethan Hisother children. It simply means, God either stayed neutral, and your team
has superior skills, or God providentially tipped the scalesin your favor for valuesthat go
beyond your personal need, for the good of the family. In prayer, asin all other activities,
are ultimate goal isnot self-satisfaction, but the pleasing of God. That iswhy the first three
petitions of this prayer focuson God before there isany mention of personal need.

Christians do not realize how they hurt one another by their false use of prayer. It
actually becomes cruel to use prayer as a self-centered means of excluding therest of the
family. People will say, " | prayed, and God brought my son home from thewar." This said,
by one Christian to another who also prayed, but whose son did not come back, can be cruel.
Othersmight say, " | prayed and my cancer was healed." Thiscan bealow blow to the
family where cancer is not healed, even though they prayed with equal fervency and deep
faith. It isnot that we should not praise God and give public testimony to Hisblessingsin
answer to prayer, but that we should recognize that it was the Father's good pleasure to so
respond to us, and not our superior faith or worth compared to othersin the family. In
other words, whether prayer be answered or denied, thetrue family spirit isthe same: Thy



will be done. It was for the good of all the family that Jesus did not escape the cup He so
much dreaded. Hedrank it to the last drop, not because there was anything in Him worthy
of such suffering, but because it was necessary for the whole family.

History isfull of examples where Christians have suffer ed and died, not for anythingin
them that demanded it, but for the sake of the whole body. Some Christians suffer much,
and other suffer little. It isnot because God plays favoritesin the family. God isnho
respecter of persons, but is afair Father. If thereisone son whom Hedid favor, it wasHis
only Begotten Son, and He suffered mor e than any in the family. There are many mysteries,
and much we do not grasp about the plan and will of God, but the point of this pattern
prayer for the whole family of God isto recognizewe areall in it together. The goal isnot to
come out on top, but that our Father will be gloried, and that Hiskingdom will come and His
will be done on earth asit isin heaven. That isthe primary purpose of thisprayer, and the
focusthat unifiesus and makes the family one.

Their are millions of born-again Christiansin both of the major parties of our nation.
They are Christians who disagr ee on many political issues, and theological issues as well.
They will tend to pray for that which supportstheir party. Thisisperfectly natural, but they
need to recognize the valid concerns of othersin the family, and not pretend that theirsisthe
only perspective that God should be supporting. In other words, how much you read into
thisone little wor d that beginsthe wor lds most universal prayer will change your theology,
your politics, and your attitudes and actions on every issue of life. If God is my God, and my
God only, then | will use God for my ends, and my Christianity will be primarily competitive.
If God isour God, then my goal will be primarily cooper ative, for the good of the whole
family.

| do not think any of us can fully escape the individualistic and competitive spirit of our
culture, and we shouldn't, for there are many values in it. But we should always examineit in
thelight of the Lord's prayer. Thiswill enable usto keep it in balance so we do not let the
competitive spirit rob us of the cooperative spirit. Thisisvital tothe family spirit of those
who desireto betruly Christlike. This meansthe successful prayer is one we have alr eady
looked at as being, secret prayer, and simple prayer. Now we see it isalso to be selfless
prayer.

The goal of prayer isnot to get what you want, but to get what God wants for the whole
family. If that meansyou must give up your personal desire, then so be it, if that iswhat is
best for the family. The Pharisees got what they wanted, and Jesus said that was their
reward. Their own self goals of self glory and public acclaim iswhat they got, but they
missed the only reward that really matters: Thereward of being cooper ative with God in
getting His will done on earth, and pleasing Him. This may cost some per sonal dreams, but
if it isbest for the family, and the pur pose of God, the reward will mor e than outweigh what
isgiven up. Competition does get something, but cooper ation gets everything that really
matters.

Immaturity in the family of God is evidence by a selfish and competitive spirit. We see it
in Corinth wherethey were saying, " | am of Apolos,” "I am of Paul," "I am of Cephas.”
The Christians of Corinth had so many family problems because the spirit of competition so



dominated them that the spirit of cooper ation could not get a foot in the door. That iswhy
Paul had to stress the matter of love. Agapeloverisesabove selfishness and competition,
and makes cooper ation the dominate motive. No Christian isa mature and successful
Christian until the spirit of cooper ation dominates. Such a Christian takes very seriously the
implications of the, our Father.

2.OUR FATHER Based on Matt. 6:9-15

A man who worked in a Ford plant for many years just quit for no apparent r eason.
When he was asked why he did it he said, “ All | did everyday was to screw nut number
999 to bolt number 999 for years and years, and if | keep on doing this much longer, |
shall be nut number 999 myself.” Automation brings many blessingsin the material
realm, but it can also be a curse when it turnsmen into robots. The debateis, do men
control the machine, or does the machine contr ol men?

Dr. Glenn Frank declares, “ Theindictment brought against our civilization isthis:
M an islosing control over the machine. He machine is destroying body, worth, and
beauty.” It isalready a proverb in Africa-“* An old man isone who rememberswhen
people were more important than machines.” The machineis making man more and
mor e materialistic and mechanistic in his attitudes and values. People are becoming
secondary, and life isbecoming more impersonal. A machine wakesusup inthe
mor ning, makes our breakfast, takes usto work where we park in a machine oper ated
parking lot, take another machineto the proper level, and spend therest of the day
oper ating a machine or a computer.
After thisthey go through the same processto get back home wher e they spend the
evening being entertained by a machine. Themachine reignsasking.

At the University of Seattlethereisa painting where the great wheels of industry, and
skyscrapers, and factory chimneys are conver ging on the crust and prostrate body of a
man. Thetitleis The Eclipse Of Man. Many do not need a painting to convey this, for
they experienceit daily. A middle agewoman said, “1 live alone and all day long | work
at an IBM machine until | feel asif | could scream. | can’t talk to a machine, and at night
| can’t talk tomy TV set.” Her life wasdominated by the imper sonal machine. For
many there is more tragedy than humor in the story of the scientist who fed the question
into the giant computer they had just completed-isthere aGod? The answer that came
out was, “ Thereis now.”

In aworld where machines dominate the Christian has a great obligation to believe,
experience, and communicate the true nature of God as a Person, and as Father. No one
can be an adequate Christian whose highest values are not personal rather than
mechanical. We do not reject the mechanical, for God is Himself the creator of the most
marvelous machine of all, which isthe whole universe. The Christian is one, however,
who recognizes per son-hood to be the supreme value. The highest titleor name of God is
not king, master, or creator, but Father. Wordsworth said, “ Father! To God Himself we
cannot give a holier name.” F. Faber wrote,



Father! The sweetest dearest name,
That men or angels know!

Fountain of life, that had no fount
From which itself could flow.

John Watson wrote, “With Jesus God and Father wer e identical. Father hood was not
aside of Deity, it wasthe center. God might be King and Judge; He wasfirst of all and
last of all, and through all, Father.” The very first word we have recor ded of Jesus was
when Hewas 12 and His par ents found Him in the temple. He said He must be about His
Father’sbusiness. Thelast words of Jesus before He died were, “ Father, into thy handsl|
commend my spirit.” From beginning to end of His earthly life, and eternally, God is,
was, and ever shall beto Jesus-the Father. But thisisnot just because Heisuniquely the
Son of God. Thisisso, and Jesusrevealed God as Father because God isthisto all men
potentially, and to all in Christ actually. To as many asreceived Him John said, to them
He gavethe power to becomethe sons of God.

Thisiswhy Jesus emphasized the Fatherhood of God all through Hislife. This
concept of God has greater power than any other to give assurance and security in a
materialistic, impersonal world. Jesus says that when we pray we should say our Father
who art in heaven. Fatherhood isthe basisfor prayer, and the basisfor all true
under standing of God and Hiswill. To address God asour Father in heaven impliestwo
things about God which art extremely important to know and feel to have an abundant
Christian life. Thefirst thing it indicatesis-

GOD ISINTIMATE.

The philosopher would r ather talk of atranscendent God, and the Totally Other.
They feel thisisamore mature way of thinking about God. But thisignores both the
wor ds and practice of Jesus who said we must become as little children to enter the
kingdom of God, and who addr essed God asFather 170 times. God isthe great God of
creation, and a God of transcendent glory. Heis King of Kings and sover eign, but when
it comesto Hispersonal interest and care for us, Heis Father.

Paul saysin Gal. 4:6 in the Berkeley Version, “And because you are sons, God has sent
forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, calling out, Abba! Father!” When a Christian
isinright relationship with God and yielded to His Spirit, He will call God Abba. Abbais
the Aramaic word that children useto refer to their father. Itisequivalent to our
English word daddy. Thisisthekind of intimacy we are to have with God when we fully
realizethe significance of His Fatherhood and our sonship.

This seems childish to the proud, but the humble Christian seesit as the fullest
maturity, for we do not begin to know God as we ought until wetrust Him asa little child
doesHisfather. When a child goesthrough the dark unafraid because he holds his
father’'s hand, that is not childish. That ischildlike, and to be childlikeiswhat isrequired
for Christian maturity. Thechild isnot impersonal and mechanical. Hislifeisintimately
involved in, and related to per sons. Our liveswill be more per sonal also if welearn to
say our father, and learn to live with the full assurance of God’sintimate concern for us



asindividuals.

Earthly fathers are often rightly charged with child neglect, and they often fail to be
intimate with their children. They aretoo busy providing the material and imper sonal
things of lifeto havetime for the personal concer ns. But God for bid that we think that
Hetoo is caught up in thisdevotion to materialism. Thereisonly one answer to thecry
of the lonely heart which says, in the wor ds of Ralph Cushman,

Can God see me?

When mighty univer ses glare

And flaming suns demand His care?
Among such giant, can it be-

So small athing am I-canst thou see me?

Can God find me?

Among the teeming throng,

Themyriad millions, dare| long

For Him, or dream that He could give

My outstretched hand the grasp for which | live?

Can God hear me?

When angelsraise their songson high,

And kingsin adoration lift their cry,

Down in my humble alley of life
Isthere a God who hears amidst the strive?

The answer isyes! In Christ it isyes, yes, yes. God can and does see, and He hears
me. That iswhy | pray, “Our Father.” God isintimate, and He caresfor individuals. In
the Old Testament God was more of a collective God. He wasthe father of Israel asa
whole, but with the coming of Christ God became the God and Father of individuals.
Jesus could say to Mary, “I ascend to my God and your God, to my Father and to your
Father.” Every believer can claim Jesus as brother and God as Father. Augustine said,
“Helovesusevery one as though there were but one of usto love.” We can never be all
that we ought to be until we are fully convinced and assured that God is thisintimate, and
isour Father in heaven. Thisleadsto the second point we want to consider.

GOD ISADEQUATE.

Our Father in heaven distinguishes God from our earthly father. He doesnot have all
the limitationsof an earthly father. He isthe eternal and perfect Father. All father hood
hasitsoriginin Him, but all fatherhood but His has been corrupted, and it has fallen, and
isa poor reflection of Hisfatherhood.

Unfortunately this has been a hindrance to man’s gr asping the significance, beauty,
and adequacy of God’s fatherhood. Fatherhood isthe first and supreme relationship in
the universe, for it iseternal in the very nature of God. In Matt. 12:50 Jesus said,
“Whosoever shall do the will of my father which isin heaven, the same is my brother, and



sister, and mother.” Note that he did not say the adult man who did so would be his
father. He had only one father and that was God. We can be brothers, sistersand
mothersto Christ, for all of theserelationshipsare temporal, but the father relationship
iseternal, and there can be no other but God. He gained mothers, brothers, and sisters,
but He had His Father eter nally.

Our Father in heaven isalone able to fulfill the duties of father hood adequately.
Earthly fatherhood, however, isderived from God’s fatherhood, and it was meant to be a
reflection of Hisfatherhood. Man, however, has atendency to depr eciate fatherhood
and exalt some other relationship such as brother hood or mother hood. There are books
and poems galor e exalting mother to the pinnacle of perfection, and though they are not
undeserving of much praise, it isway beyond the proportion duethan when you consider
how littleiswritten concerning fathers.

The pagans exalted their mother goddesses and wor ship them with great devotion.
The Catholic church followed thistendency to exalt thefemale over the male as an object
of wor ship, and M ary rose to a place superior to that of Christ in practice, if not in wor d.
Father hood just does not have the valuethe Bible givesto it, and the result iswe lose an
adequate concept of God. Even those who exalt fatherhood end up puttingit in a
secondary position. For example, Judge Micheal M usmanno said in a decision which
ruled that a 6 year old daughter wasto bereturned to her father for per manent custody:
“Poetry, sculpture, music and oratory have per meated the world with sublime fragrance
and the divine chant of mother’slove, unequaled asit isin beauty and devotion. But a
father’s love, though not so celebrated in song and oratory, in verse and in statuary, is of
an intensity and amplitude that in the trinity of the ultimate in adoration and wor ship,
the only two that surpassit are the love of God and the love of mother.”

What is missing here isthe recognition that the love of God which is put first isnone
other than afather’slove. Father love isthe most adequate of all love, for it isthe love of
our Father in heaven. He alone is adequate asa Father. Nevertheless, asfatherson
earth we have agreat obligation to God and our children to beimages of, and channels of
the love of our heavenly Father. In fact, all of God’s children are responsible for exalting
the concept of fatherhood in general, for if we neglect it, or degrade it, we degrade the
primary concept by which people can know God.

A father who isnot a good father and aloving father will make it more difficult for his
children to know God as Father. Wher eas the good father will aid achild in coming to a
full realization of the blessing in being able to address God as Father. In other words,
father hood can be a means of evangelism, and it can lead our children to God. Every
father needsto be fully assured of hisown commitment to Christ. Jesus said that no man
comesto the Father but by Him, and so every child needsto be committed to Christ, for
then, in spite of the failures of earthly fathers, they can pray with assurance, “ Our Father
who art in heaven.”

3. DESIRE DETERMINESDESTINY Based on Matt. 6:7-15



People succeed for athousand differ ent r easons, but the onething they all havein
common isdesire. Igor Sikor sky, the great Russian airplane designer, tellsin his
autobiography of how hisfather took him to Paris asa boy, and they visited an airport
wher e he saw hisfirst plane. Hisimagination was stimulated, and he developed a burning
desireto build a machine that would fly. He begged his father to let him leave school and
work onit. At 17 he began, and after two year s he had spent nearly all of hisfathers
money, and his plane never got off the ground. Hissister still had faith in him, so she
gave him all she could afford. After two more years he got his plane off the ground, but
plunged it into alocal lake, and bar ely escaped with hislife. The family still believed in
him, so they mortgaged their property to enable him to build another plane. Hedid it,
and then went on fr om this successto build the fir st successful multi-motor ed plane.
Finally, he designed an built the famous China Clipper, which he flew ar ound the world.

His successbegan with hisburning desire, and it was his desir e that pushed him on
through all thisfailuresto achieve hisgoal. |f failurestopsa man from pressing on, you
can count on it, he haslost hisdesire. Aslong asdesireisburning, thereisalwaysfuel to
keep it going, for desiredeter minesdestiny. Thisistruein everyrealm of life. Take
marriage for example. |f two peoplereally desireto find a solution to their problems,
they will work out away. If they loose desire, however, they have little hope of success.
Desireisthe fire that pushes us higher.

On thelocker room wall of the University of Notre Dame'sfootball team isthe well
known saying, " When the going gets tough, the tough get going." Football games ar e not
won in thefirst half when both teams ar e fresh. Victory comesin the second half when
their bodies ache, and they only want the grueling punishment to end. That iswhen the
team with the deepest desire digsto the depths of their being for that reserve energy to
keep going. If thereis no deep desire towin, itisall over. Ifitisthere, however, thereis
no telling what kind of spectacular playswill be made. Deep burning desire drives a team
to do in a few minutes what they could not do in hours.

The greater the desireto reach a goal, the more likely it is, that goal will be reached.
Longfellow said in histeens, " | most eagerly aspire after future eminence...My whole soul
burns most ardently for it, and every earthly thought centersin it." Do you think there
is any connection between hisburning desire and the fact that most of usrecognize the
name L ongfellow when we hear it? Thereisa very definite connection. Right after
World War |1, ayoung preacher who liked to paint had a showing of 50 of his paintings
in one of Boston'sgreat art galleries. The critics were amazed, and declared he was a
genius. He never even went to art school, but James Gr eer was one of the great
landscape artists of our nation. William Stidger, one of his seminary pr ofessors, had
him install one of hispaintingsin hishouse. He asked him how he came to be a painter,
and hereplied, "| alwayswanted to paint mor ethan | wanted to do anything elsein
life...." Thisisthekey toalmost every success story you will ever hear. You tend to
become what you really desireto be.

If thisbethe case, there are few thingsin life that are more important than that of
developing the desires that will dominate, direct, and determine the direction and
destination of your life. That iswhy the Lord's Prayer deals with desires. The six



petitions of this prayer represent the six basic desires that are to char acterizethe child of
God. When these six desiresdominate your life, and becometheinner driving for ce of
your life, you are as successful as any human being can be. Prayer isthesoul'ssincere
desire. Herein this prayer of our Lord, we have the very essence of prayer and desire
linked together as one.

This prayer was taught to the disciples because they came to Jesus asking Him to be
taught how to pray. Thisprayer comesin responseto their desireto know how to pray
more effectively. It is, therefore, an answer to prayer, or their soul's sincere desire.
Desireisthe cause of it aswell asthe content of it. It isa prayer which, initself, isan
answer to prayer, and the key to all answered prayer. The key, of course, isdivinely
directed desires. Fenelon, inthe 17th century, said, " To pray isto desire...to desireisto
pray, and sense, if we desire improper things, we may be cursed with the granting of our
prayer, it behooves usto desire only high and worthy things."

What heissayingis, strong desire almost always leads to the getting of what is desired.
That meansif you desire the wrong thing, you will probably succeed in getting it, and so
your very success becomes a curse. Bernard Shawin, Man And Superman, was right
when he said, " There aretwo tragediesin life. Oneisnot to get your heartsdesire. The
other isto getit." In other words, sometimes the wor se thing that can happen isto get
what we most want. The Prodigal wanted hisinheritance right now, and he got it, and
ended up with the pigswith nothing to show for it. Midas got the golden touch he so
much desired, and ended up destroying the daughter he so much loved. The I sraelites
got their quail they begged for. God granted them their deepest desire, but it became a
curse, and many of them died, giving credence to Oscar Wilde's statement, " When the
gods wished to punish us, they answer our prayers."

This meansthat the goal of prayer isnot answered prayer, but divinedesire. The
highest goal of prayer isnot to get what we want, but to come to want what God wants us
to have. Weseethisso clearlyin Christ's prayer battlein Gethsemane. He had a strong
desire to escape the cup that awaited Him. He had the normal human desireto live and
not die, plus the pure and holy repulsion from taking on the sin of the world. Both His
human and divine natur e had a desire to let that cup pass unconsummed. The goal of His
prayer, however, was not to get that sincere desire fulfilled, but to get His desire
conformed to the will of God. He was able to win thisvictory, and let His Fathersdesire
dominate His own. That iswhy He could pray, not my will but Thine be done. Desire
determines destiny, and because Jesus was able to wrestle His desiresinto a proper order
where God's desirestook priority over His own, He became the Savior of theworld. The
destiny of all mankind hung in the balance, asthese conflicting desir es struggled for
priority.

Nobody knowsbetter than Jesusthat desire determines destiny, and that is why the
prayer Hetaught all of the family of God isa prayer designed to deter mine desir es.
Thomas Aquinas, the greatest theologian of the middle ages, called the Lord's Prayer, " A
list of perfect desires." Newman Hall said, " Asthe 10 commandmentsare a summary of
our doctrine, sothe Lord's Prayer isa summary of what ought to be our desires."

Bishop Gore said, " Under stand the Lor d's Prayer and you under stand altogether how to



pray as a Christian should. Itisnot really an exaggeration to say that the climax of
Christian growth isto have thor oughly learned to say the Lord's Prayer in the spirit of
Him who first spoke it."

Oh, thus, by whom we come to God,
The Life, thetruth, the Way,

The path of prayer Thyself hast trod,
Lord, teach us how to pray.

And Jesus answer sthat prayer by teaching us the desiresthat are to dominate us as we
comebefore God in prayer. TheWestminister Shorter catechism defines prayer like
this-" Prayer isthe offering up of our desires unto God, for things agreeableto Hiswill."
That meansthe Lord's Prayer isthe perfect prayer, for all of itsdesires are perfectly
agreeable to God'swill. Ifyou truly desire what the petitions of this prayer ask, you
cannot help but be successful in prayer.

But that isthe catch: If you truly desire. The proof that thisishard work isthat Jesus
sweat drops of blood in bringing His desire into confor mity with the Father'swill. Don't
kid your self, and think we have here a simple success formula, and all you haveto dois
say thewords, and like open sesame, the door of heaven will openinresponse. Theidea
of using this prayer like a magic formulais contrary toitsvery purpose. |f you cannot
bring yourself to truly desire what this prayer requests, the mere repeating of the words
isvain repetition, and no prayer at all.

You can say thisprayer athousand times: Hallowed be Thy name, and then go out
and usethe name of God in vain asa curseword. It ismeaningless words, and you just as
well recite the multiplication table, for words without desire is not prayer. People
confuse wishing with desiring. A wish may be the seed of a desire, but it has not yet
germinated. You can hear a great piano player, and say, " | wish | could play like that."
But that isthe end of it. A desireto play like that moves you to action, and you take
lessons, and you practice. True desire always motivates action to achieve what isdesir ed.
Anyone who truly desires what he asks God for istaking action that helps achieve the
answer. The mere wisher isusing prayer asa gimmick. He hopes God will just bring it
to pass without him lifting a finger. The person who says| wish | knew the Bible better
may pray," Lord help meunderstand the Bible." He hopesit will happen by God
imparting it to him supernaturally. The person who desiresto know the Bible praysthe
same prayer, but he also reads the Bible, gets study aids, and devotes a part of hislifeto
achievethegoal.

In thismodel prayer of only 52 wordsin the Greek New Testament, Jesus gives usthe
list of desiresthat always please God, and are desires that will always motivate usto
actionsthat please God, and lead usto successful Christian living. Just asthe ten
commandments are divided into two tables, with dutiesto God, and dutiesto man, so the
Lord'sPrayer isdivided into two sections. First thereisthree God-centered desires, and
then three man-centered desires. This prayer helps uskeep abalanced perspective. We
are concer ned about both the divine and the human. Thedivine has priority over the
human, however, and isin keeping with Jesus'scommand to seek fir st the kingdom of



God.

The successful prayer lifeisonein which the dominate desiresrevolve around-
1. God'sperson-hallowed be Thy name.

2. God'spower-Thy kingdom come.

3. God'spurpose-Thy will be done on earth asin heaven.

If man's chief end isto glorify God and enjoy Him forever, then that end should be
reflected in those desiresthat bring us before God in prayer. Prayer getsdistorted and
abused when we forget God'spriority, and begin to cometo Him only as a r esour ce of
power to get our own will done. There aretoo many bookson prayer that promote this
idea of power in prayer from the per spective of how we can use God to get what we want.
Thistendstoward developing dominate desires that are self-centered rather than
God-centered. Thisleadsman to that devilish role where we exalt our selves above God,
and strive touse Him asour servant. Thiscan be innocent and cute when a child does it
inignorance. Likethelittle guy who prayed, " Remember when the snow was so deep
there wasno school. Could we haveit again?' Or thelittle girl who prayed, " Dear God,
| would liketo be ateacher so | could boss people around." Adults are not so open and
blunt about it, but they could still develop desiresthat ar e equally self-center ed.

When God's per son, power, and purpose, have the priority, selfishnessis crowded out.
The three Hebr ew friends of Daniel illustr ate what a burning desire to please God will
do. They wereto bow down to agolden image, or bethrown into afiery furnace. They
would have a normal desire to escape such afate, but their desire to do the will of God
took priority, and they responded-" Our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from
the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us out of your hand, O king. But if not, be
it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor wor ship the golden image
which thou hast set up." Their burning desire to be loyal to God was gr eater than their
desire to escape, and the result was God honored their desire, and saved them from the
fire.

Y ou cannot lose when you put God first. | likethespirit of M ark Hatfield, a
dedicated Christian senator, who takesthistruth literally. He said, " | can't lose an
election. My opponent may get more votes, but | will still win, because my commitment
isto God'swill. It'sobviousto methat if my opponent gets mor e votes, God has some
other place for me." That isthe spirit of submission to the will of God that the Lord's
Prayer requires. Without thisspirit you can say the prayer, but you can't pray it, for to
pray it isto desire what it asks.

TheLord'sPrayer isan answer to the prayer, teach usto pray. Now we need to pray,
Lord teach usto truly pray the prayer you havetaught usto pray. In other words, help
ustodevelop the desiresthat makeit thereal prayer of our lives.

Teach me to suffer, strong and brave-
And mingle with my poor weak blood
A valorous spirit, quenchlessfir el

In Thy blest Heart's redeeming Flood



MYy soul, dear Lord, in gentle mercy lave.

Refresh me with the nectar of Thy love,

Be Thou sole end and aim of my desire!
Author Unknown

It isyour desir ethat will determine your destiny in the plan of God. Even an atheist, like
Bertrend Russell, recognized that desir es are what deter mines what men will do. You
can have duties, and moral principles, but they will not deter mine anything unless men
desireto be dutiful and moral. Desire, herightly says, isthe spring of human action, and
if you want to know what men will do, you must know their system of desires.

If aman desires hiswill be done regardless of God'swill, then he is danger ous without
measure, for then, like Hitler, he will violate any and every moral principlefor the sake
of hisdesire. On the other hand, if hisdesires conform to those of the Lord'sPrayer, you
can feel secure, for such aman will suffer personal loss, rather than violate the will of
God. The person who desires are the desires of this prayer isnot only the ideal politician,
but the ideal personin every area of life. The more your desires match the desires of this
prayer, the more you are like Christ. When you can really pray, not just say, but really
pray this prayer, you have reached the pinnacle of spiritual success.

In the oldest commentary we have on the L ord's Prayer, going back to the African
theologian Tertullian, who lived 160-230 A.D., weread him saying of this prayer that it
embraces, " Asit were the whole of the Lord's discourse, the wholerecord of His
instruction; so that without exagger ation, thereis comprise in the prayer and epitome of
the entire Gospel." Hereisthe Gospel in a nutshell, and the more the family of God can
truly pray this prayer, the morethey will be the light of the world, and achannel for
God'swill being done on earth asit isin heaven.

It is obviously not enough to know the Lord's Prayer. Millions around the wor ld pray
itasaroteprayer. Most of ushave prayed it in groups of people. It can have meaning
thisway, but usually we are more concer ned about whether we should say debts or
transgressions, than about thereal desires of the prayer. The problem is, we think
knowing it isenough, and so Christians are taught the Lord's Prayer, and everyoneis
content if it can berecited. Thisisfolly, for knowing it is not desiring it. I can know
thereis a good book on prayer inthelibrary, but it will not do me any good until | desire
toread it, and learn how to pray better. Christian education has only gotten to the first
base when it imparts knowledge. There will never be any runs scored until thereisa
desireto use that knowledgeto achievethe end for which God gaveit.

So when it comesto the Lord's Prayer, let usrecognize, you can say it, say it, say it,
and never really pray it, because you think it isa matter of wordsto utter. Itisnot. Itis
a guide for usto follow in developing desires, and getting our desiresin the proper order
so that we want in life what God wantsusto want. Thisistheultimatein success. Let us
use this prayer asadesiredeveloper, for desiresdeter mine destiny.

4. THE ETERNAL DESIRE Based on Matt. 6:7-15



Vice Presidentshave namesjust as presidents, but they seldom become nameswe
remember. Geor ge was vice president under president Polk, but only awhizin trivial
pursuit would ever remember hislast name. He had a chance to become president of the
United States, but he lost that chance because of a close vote in the Senate on atariff bill.
It was 27 to 27 and he had to break thedeadlock. He could not win, for however he voted
he would make half of the Senate his enemies, and that is what happened, and he did not
get the nomination for president because of that vote. Her etired and never held public
office again. Hisname would have goneinto obscurity except for a small T exastown.
Texas had just joined the union, and they wanted to honor the vice president by naming
their town after him. Because of thishonor we all recognized the last name of that one
timevice president, George Dallas.

Weall like our nameto be honor ed, for our namerepresentsus. Alexander the Great
had a soldier in hisarmy who was also named Alexander, but he had areputation of
always being at a safe distance in the hour of battle. When the great Alexander heard of
this, he commanded the soldier to be brought to him, and in anger he gave thisorder to
him: " Either live up to you name, or get a new one." He wanted the name of Alexander
to be honored. Thisisnormal, and legitimate, to want a good name-a hame you can wear
proudly. Prov. 22:1 says, " A good nameisrather to be chosen than great riches."

Nobody wantsto get a bad name for themselves. The sayingistrue, " The per son with
a bad name is already half hanged." | have known people whose reputation was so bad
they got blamed for all the wrong doing in their community. They were blamed whether
guilty or not, because they had a bad name. We all know what Judas did to hisname. He
ruined it for all of history. Demas, by for saking Paul for worldly gain, became
synonymouswith deserter. Benedict Arnold did thesamein our American history. Once
you get a rotten reputation it isalmost as hard to regain honor for your name, asto get
rotten meat fresh again. That iswhy we need to treat our name with respect. Edgar
Guest expressed it in poetry:

Y ou got it from your father,
'Twas the best he had to give.
And right gladly in bestowed it.
It'syours, thewhile you live.
Y ou may lose the watch he gave
Y ou, and another you may claim,
But remember, when you're
Tempted, to be careful of his name.
It was fair the day you got it,
And aworthy nameto bear,
When hetook it from his father,
There was no dishonor there.
Through theyearshe proudly
wore it, and to hisfather he wastrue,
And that name was clean and
spotless when he passed it on to you.



Oh, there's much that he has

given that hevalues not at all.
He has watched you break your

play thingsin the days when you weresmall.
Y ou havelost the knife he gave

you and you've scattered many a game,
But you'll never hurt your father

if you'recareful with his name.
Isyour to wear forever,

Yoursto wear the while you live,
Yours, perhaps, some distant

morning, another boy to give.
And you'll smile as did your

father-with a smilethat all can share,
If a clean name and a good

name you are giving him to wear.

It seems per fectly logical that if thereisa strong desire in the human family to
maintain the honor of their name, how much mor e should thisbe the desir e of the family
of God? God, our heavenly Father, isnot an abstraction, but Heis a Person, and He also
hasa name. Hisnameisimportant to Him, and He expects His family to respect and
honor it. Thereputation of God isoften in the hands of His children, and He wantsthem
to be awar e of this great responsibility. The first desire we are to expressin prayer,
therefore, isthe desire that His name would be hallowed, or honored, that is, r espected.
Y ou can see how all of life, in word and walk, is going to be affected if our number one
concern isthe honoring of God's name.

Thisisnumber one in prayer, for the same reason God isto be number onein all
things, for when Heisin theright place, all therest fall into order and make sense, for all
elseisbased on the foundation of God's priority. Thefirst commandment isto have no
other godsbeforeHim. Thefirst commandment of Jesusis to love God with your whole
being. Thefirst day of theweek isthe Lord'sday. Thefirst born wereto be dedicated to
God. Thefirst fruitswereto be offered up to God. When you get first thingsfirst, the
rest will all fit. But if you get thiswrong, nothing will fit, and you have a lock with no key.

The key to successful prayer, and successful Christian living, isto desire above all else
that God'sname be honored. Charles Jefferson, the great preacher, said, " Unless this
desire isuppermost in our heart we are not in the mood of prayer." The disciples asked
the Lord to teach them how to pray, and Jesussaid, hereis how to do it, and after you
have established the prayer attitude of being a part of the whole family of God, with our
Father in heaven, then your first petition isto be a desire that has a two-fold application.
Itisto beadesirefor areverence for God within, and adesire for the reputation of God
without.

I. THEREVERENCE FOR GOD WITHIN.

Ther eisnothing that man can do to make God mor e of what He already is. Heisas



holy, just, and righteousas He can be, and it ismeaninglessto pray that He will be more
so. Our desirein prayer isthat we might be more captivated by who and what God is, in
or der that we might more fully honor and glorify Hisname, by our reverence for Him.
Augustine, back in the 4th century, wrote, " Can God be made holier than He is? Nay,
but our own thought of what God is may be made holier by becoming more lofty and
moretrue." Barclay wrote, " If we areto hallow God's name, we must seeto it that our
conception of God istruly Christian."

What we ar e requesting here is not any change in God, but a change in our selves. We
are desiring that we become, as God's children, mor e subjectively awar e of who and what
God isobjectively. Thereisno more powerful life-changing desire you can have. It isthe
desireto know God asHereally is, that we might honor and respect Him, and,
therefore, really want Hiskingdom to come and Hiswill to be done.

In Lincoln's Gettysburg addr ess, he said, " We cannot hallow thisground, for it is
already hallowed by those who her e gave their lives." He was saying, that by there
sacrifice those who died made that land special, or sacred. It was not just another piece
of land, for it took on special meaning because of theprice paid for it. It was, therefore,
to be treated accordingly, and set aside as special, rather than common. Thisiswhat God
expectsusto do with Hisname. The Jews did thiswith the name Jehovah. It wasthe
sacred name of God, and they did not speak it often. They used thenameLord asa
substitutein order to keep Jehovah as a special and sacred name.

We have lost thisidea of reverence for the name of God, and theresult is, God's name
isnot very special, but iscommon. Itisthrown around like Tom, Dick, and Harry. Itis
so common that it isnearly impossible to feel any r ever ence when people use Hisname.
Entertainersfrequently say, God bless you, or God be with you. Even a sneeze among
the most ungodly can bring forth a God blessyou. The name of God is more of a popular
expression, like holy moses, than arepresentation of the Father in heaven.

The opposite of to hallow isto profane. To profaneisto treat a name with indifference
and disrespect. Using the name of God and His Son as a curse word is one of the popular
ways of profaning the name. Nobody can really care about revering and honoring the
name of God when they use it so flippantly. Swearing is supposedly a minor sin in our
culture, but thefact is, a profaning of the name of God isaregjection of the key to the
successful prayer life, and, thus, to the successful Christian life. Wherever swearing will
get you, it will not get you into favor with God, which isthe goal of the ideal life.
Christianswho swear hurt their own reverence for the Father, aswell asHisreputation
among those who do not know Him as Father. The indiscriminate mouthing of the name
of God also leadsto loss of respect for the name. | f people say " my God" for every
surprise and shock, and "oh God" for every complaint, it isgoingto be hard to find any
reverence for the name used so flippantly.

A man by the name of Terrill Clark Williams, in Fresno, California, actually went
through the legal proceduresto change hisnameto God. That is now his legal name, and
you can look him up in the Fresno phone directory under God. This, and numer ous such
uses of the name of God, arethe opposite of what this prayer isall about. Dr. Sutphin, in



hisbook, Thine The Glory, writes, " Have we not made the name of God atool of small
household utility? Have we not smudged it with the dust of everyday? And dragged it,
face-flat, through the dust of mediocrity? Have we not set it down amidst the squalor of
indifference?" Theanswer, of course, is yes we have. And the result is the name of God
is not hallowed among us.

God isnot amere prayer answering machine that we learn how to operate by hitting
theright keys. God isour heavenly Father, and He expectsthat we will relate to Him with
respect. Thisiswhere prayer begins. It isin our attitude toward God, and in our desireto
honor Him. Prayer begins with love for God and His name. The poet writes,

Dear Name! The Rock on which | build.
MYy Shield and Hiding Place.

MYy never-fading treasury filled

With boundless stores of grace.

Keep in mind, God's name and His being are one all through the Bible. To love and
honor Hisnameisto love and honor Him. David saysin Psalm 124:8, " Our help isin the
name of theLord." Peter saysin Acts 2:21," Whoever calls on the name of the Lord
shall be saved. The name of God isGod. This means, to treat the name of God lightly is
to have a superficial view of God. The more wetake God'sname seriously, the more we
will realize our whole lifeisaffected by this petition, hallowed be Thy name.

We cannot seriously pray thiswithout recognizing that our lives often defile the purity
of God'sname. The mor e we see the implications of thisdesire, the more we will see that
therest of the Lord'sPrayer is contained within thisfirst petition. Thedesire for
forgiveness, and the desire to be delivered from temptation, are the logical outgr owth of
thedesirefor God'snameto be honored, for it will certainly not be honored by our sin
and folly. And so the wise poet prayed-

Thy name be hallowed! Help usLord
to keep in purity Thy Word,

and lead, according to Thy name

a holy life untouched by blame.

Luther said we hallowed the name of God when our life and doctrinearetruly
Christian. So the more wetruly honor God, and reverence His name within, the more we
will be motivated to have an exter nal life that is consistent with that inner reverence.
Thisleads usto the second point.

II. THE REPUTATION OF GOD WITHOUT.

The heavens declare the glory of God and the firmament showeth His handiwor k.
Natur e conveysto all men the message of God's majesty in power. But only moral
agents, like men, can declare His holiness. God'sreputation as a kind and loving and
just God, who cares about man, depends upon Hischildren. Our desire, when we come
before God in prayer, isto bethat our lives will enhance hisreputation. Our desireisto



bethat God'sname will be loved and honored, because people see His love and
compassion in us, and say, like father, like child.

The idea that Christians do not car e what other peoplethink, isfolly. The Christian is
to care deeply about what othersthink, for what they think of you will reflect on your
God. You and | can tarnish the reputation of God, and cause people to lose respect for
the Father. The Christian who isfull of pride and prejudice may not have serious effects
on the family, for the rest of the family can see these weaknesses as defects. They do not
blame God for them. But the outsider will judge the parent by the child, and say, | want
nothing to do with such a father, or such a family. In stead of people seeing your good
works, and glorifying you Father in heaven, they see your bad works, and degrade your
Father in heaven. God has condescended to let Hisreputation in the world rise or fall
with a the conduct of His children.

Thisisarisky business, and hasnot always wor ked to God's advantage. Sometimes
God is hated and despised, because His family does not car e about Hisreputation. This
was the tragedy of which Paul lamented in the book of Romans. The Jews, who wereto
be a blessing to the Gentiles, and show the light and love of God to them, turned the
Gentiles off by their self-righteous snobbery, and violations of their own laws. Paul says
in Rom. 2:24, " The name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you."
One of God's biggest problems has been that of defending His reputation because of the
conduct of His own family. Asthe Gentiles have blasphemed the name of God because of
Jews, so the Jews have blasphemed the name of Christ because of Christians.

Ferdinand and | sabella of Spain, often exalted as Godly rulers, were a greater curseto
the kingdom of God than Hitler, for they did what he did in the name of God. They
brought the Inquisition to Spain in 1480. Jews were forced to be baptized at birth, and
this supposedly made them Christians. If at any time they showed a relapse, that is,
ceased to be wholeheartedly Christian in doctrine and practice, they wer e declar ed
heretics, and burned at the stake. Because the church and the state got to split all of a
heretics property, the Jews wer e constantly being burned at the stake, and driven out of
Spain. Modern Catholic scholars honestly recognize it was one of the most disgraceful
chaptersin church history, and they can under stand why Jews despised the God, in
whose namethis great evil wasdone. This, and numerous other tragedies of history,
could never have been done by Christianswere came before God with adesire of the
Lord'sPrayer intheir hearts-hallowed be Thy name.

If the reputation of God isaprimary concern of the believer, he will be cautiousto do
nothing that makes others despised the name he bears and loves. History would have
been different, and your life will be different, if you really pray this prayer, and deeply
desire that your life will lift, rather than lower, the reputation of God. The question to
ask is, isthere anyonein the world who ismoreimpressed with God, and who considers
that maybe God does car e, because of your life and caring?

Thewhole missionary spirit iswrapped up in thisfirst petition. It isa prayer that
people everywher e will cometo lovethe Father in heaven, and desire to be a part of His
family. Thisisthe motive that makes missionaries. Some poet haswritten-



| know of lands that are sunk in shame,
Of heartsthat faint and tire,

But | know a Name, a Name, a Name
That can set thoselandson fire.

The difference between bur ning people at the stake, and setting their heartson fire with
lovefor Christ,isin thisfirst, and primary, petition of the Lord's Prayer.

The Pharisees wer e only concer ned about their own fame. All they did, they did for
their own reputation. Jesusis saying thisistheway to failure. True success comes when
we desire God'sfame, and not our own. If wecan so live that God'snameis honored, we
have the only successthat really matters. On the other hand, if we gain popularity, and
make millions, but nobody loves God and admires Him mor e because of it, it isall folly,
and a missing of the boat. Every child in the family of God has equal opportunity to be
successful in away that pleases God, and it all starts with this first desire.

Thisfirst petition demandsthat the child of God be concerned for all men. The" Our
Father" still leaves out the unbeliever, for He is not apart of the family of God. But God
is concerned that His name be honor ed by all, and be despised by none. We know that
thisisnot possible, butitisstill the goal of the Christian to want all to respect the name
of God. In the book, God and Freud, the story istold of a Jew who was shipwrecked on a
desert isand. To keep from losing his mind he built himself a city. He gather ed rocks
and driftwood, and anything he could find. Sever al years later when rescuers came to the
island, heinsisted on showing them his city before he left. Thisismy house, he said, and
over thereisthetemple, and down thereisthe grocery and the post office, and beyond
that isthe other temple. " The other temple," arescuer asked. "Yes," hesaid, " That is
theonel don't go to." The story isJewish, but thereality isChristian aswell. Christian
competition hasled many non-believersto lose respect for the name of God.

The question we need to keep asking our selvesis, what name ar e we most concer ned
about exalting and honoring? Isit the name of God, or the name of our denomination?
M any groups havetheir values, but none are to have priority over the name of God.
John Bunyan, author of Pilgrim's Progr ess, was a Baptist, but preferred to be called a
Christian, or believer, and hewrote, " Asfor these...titles of Anabaptists, I ndependents,
Presbyterians, or thelike, | conclude that they came neither from Jerusalem nor from
Antioch, but rather from hell and Babylon, for they naturally tend to divisions." Bunyan
was more concer ned with the name of God than the names His children call themselves.
So it waswith Martin L uther who said, " | pray you,..leave my name alone, and do not call
yourselves L utherans, but Christians. WhoisLuther? My doctrineisnot mine!....St.
Paul would not that any should call themselves of Paul nor of Peter, but of Christ. How
then doesit befall me, who am but miserable dust and ashes, to give my nameto the
Children of Christ? Cease, my dear friends, to cling to these party names and
distinctions...away with them all! Let uscall ourselves Christians...."

They did not listen, of course, and neither did the followers of others, and the result is
hundreds of denominationsthat give God's children a name they can be tempted to exalt
above the name of God. Thishasled to much division that has hurt the name of God and



Christ in our world.

Thisfirst petition isalso thelast. The desire to honor the name of God isthe only
eternal desire of the prayer. Therest areall limited to time. The kingdom will come,
God'swill will bedoneon earth asit isin heaven, and that will be the end of the need to
pray these petitions. Also, the need for daily bread, forgiveness, and escape from
temptation will all end with eternity. But the need to revere the name of God will never
end. When all thetempor al desires are satisfied, this Eternal Desire will go on endlessly,
and bethe prayer of the believer forever-hallowed be Thy name.

5. THE KING AND THE KINGDOM Based on Matt. 6:7-15

For 13 years he wasone of the greatest rulersRussia ever had. In 1547, when hetook
the throne, he sought for a Queen, and found one he loved so dear ly that together they
made their kingdom a kingdom of love. The king became a friend of the poor and
suffering, and he built churches, and encouraged godliness. But then the fairy tal e of
living happily ever after cameto an end. The Queen becameill and died. In hisgrief the
king became a drunken sadistic beast. He began to abuse his power. Hetortured people,
and buried them alive. Freedoms wer e taken away, and the kingdom which was the best
they ever had, was now the wor st they ever had. Theking, who for 13 yearswas called
Ivan the Wonder ful, was now called the name history remembers him by, Ivan the
Terrible.

Astheking goes, so goesthe name of the king. When the kingdom is one of peace, joy,
and justice, theruler isrespected, and hisname is honored. When the kingdom is one of
conflict, cruelty, and injustice, the name of theruler isdespised. The nature of the
kingdom, and the name of the king are linked together as one, and they rise or fall as one.
Theking and the kingdom are one. That iswhy we seein theLord's Prayer that the
name of God and the kingdom of God are side by side, asdesire number 1 and 2. Itis
first the king, and then the kingdom.

The kingdom of God isthat realm over which God isking. Thismakesit avery
unique and different kingdom from the kingdoms of men. The king of England ruled
over England, and everyone in England wasin the realm over which heruled. The
kingdoms of men ar e national and geogr aphical. Not so the kingdom of God, for it is
spiritual and universal. Part of the citizens of England arein the kingdom of God, and
part of them arenot. Soitisfor America, Europe, Africa, and the rest of the nations.
None of the land of any of these nationsisin the kingdom of God, for the kingdom of God
isnot a matter of land, but a matter of lives. Peoplein all of these lands are submissive to
God, and because God rulesin their lives, they are part of the kingdom of God. All
Christians have a dual citizenship, for they are citizens of their earthly kingdom, and of
the kingdom of God.

Thismakes the kingdom of God very unlike all other kingdoms. It isfluid, and not
static like other kingdoms. England has always been just wher eit isnow, and so has
France, Spain, and America. They arelocked in kingdoms. Not so the kingdom of God,



for it isvery fluid, and can come or go anywhere in the world, and become stronger or
weaker depending on the subjects of the kingdom. During a revival, when people opened
their heartsto the spirit of God, the kingdom can come in great power, and the will of
God isdoneon earth asit isin heaven. God ruleis evident in lives, and the society, for
people obey the will of God asrevealed in HisWor d.

On the other hand, when people neglect God's Word and forsake their loyalty to it,
and become cold and indifferent to His guidance, the kingdom of God grows weaker .
God'sauthority isundermined by some other authority, and theresult isGod's rule can
even depart completely. North Africaisagood historical example. Thekingdom of God
thrived therein the early centuries of the Christian era, but for many centuries now, the
kingdom of God has been weaker there than in aimost anywherein theworld. Sothe
point is, when we pr ay, Thy kingdom come, we really mean just that. M ay your rule
come into our lives, our community, our nation, and our world, that we might be guided
by your authority, and not lose the power and light it brings.

Thefirst step in salvation isto respond to God's call-come. Jesus said, " Come unto me
all yewho labor and are heavy laden and | will giveyou rest." The second step isto
develop the desire to call unto God-come. Thy kingdom come. God wantsusto cometo
Him, and then He wantsusto want Him to cometo us. Comingto Him isthe experience
of salvation. When we cometo Him by faith in Jesus Christ, we enter the kingdom of
God, that realm in which Hereigns. But aswe mature, and desire Him to cometo us,
that is the experience of sanctification. Step one iswhen you enter thekingdom, and step
two is when the kingdom entersyou. When a person receives Christ as Savior, they are
immediately taken out of the kingdom of darkness, and taken into the kingdom of light.
They arein kingdom of God, but not much of the kingdom of God isin them yet. The
new Christian may be quite worldly and immature. Thy kingdom comeisaprayer for
change. It isadesirethat you will not rule your own life, but that God would come and
rule, and make your life arealm in which Hereigns, and thereby, uses you to bring honor
to Hisname.

The degr ee to which the kingdom comesin your life will be the degree to which you
will hallow your heavenly Father'sname. Thedegree to which you resist the coming of
God's kingdom isthe degree to which you will dishonor the name of God. This prayer
sincerely desired is simply saying to God, | want to be a cooperative member of the
family, and be a channel by which you can influence and change the world according to
your will.

A person from another country can comeinto our land and live here, and bein our
kingdom, so to speak. But asthey fall in love with the freedoms and liberties of our land
they develop a desire, not just to beinthe kingdom, but to be a part of the kingdom, and
get their citizenship. They werefirst in the kingdom, but then the kingdom got into them,
and thisin turn made them desire amor e intimate r elationship to the kingdom of
America. This processiswhat the prayer, thy kingdom come, isall about. Itisa prayer
which involves a two-fold experience which | want to focuson. First of all, it is-

I. AN EXPERIENCE OF ENTHUSIASM.



Clovis Chappell, the great M ethodist preacher, rightly said, " T he kingdom of God
was our Lord'ssupreme enthusiasm." Jesus practiced what He preached. He said we
areto seek first the kingdom of God, and there can be no doubt thiswasthefirst priority
of Hisown life. Thevery first message that Jesus proclaimed in public was, the kingdom
of God isat hand. He proved God's kingdom, or God'srule, was present by defeating the
power of evil. He cast out evil spirits, and He healed all manner of diseases. The
kingdom of God was the kingdom of life, health, and joy, and it was good newsto those
who lived under the dar kness of evil, sickness, and oppression.

All through His ministry the dominate theme of Jesus was the kingdom of God. M ost
of His parables were par ables about the kingdom. When H e sent His disciples out to
preach, they were to preach the same message about the kingdom of God, and they were
to demonstrate the truth of it by healing, raising the dead, cleansing the lepers, and
driving out the demonic power sthat ruled in their lives. The enthusiasm of the entire
New Testament revolves around the kingdom of God. Even after Jesusrose from the
dead, His primary theme was the same. Acts 1:3 says, " He appeared to them over a
period of 40 days and spoke about the kingdom of God." Jesusbegan and ended His
ministry on earth with the message of the kingdom.

Paul'sfocuswasalso on the kingdom, and we read in the very last ver se of the book of
Acts, where we see that last glimpse of Paul, "Boldly and without hindrance he preached
the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ." Theseare only afew
referencesto make the point, for the evidenceistoo great to consider in detail, for the
kingdom of God isreferred to 140 timesin the Gospels and Epistles. Thereisno New
Testament teaching that is not intertwined with the kingdom of God. The more you
grasp this, the more you recognize the importance of being enthused about the kingdom,
for it isthe key to all that mattersin God's plan for man.

Ascitizens of the kingdom of God, we give our highest allegiance to the King of this
kingdom. Theidea of my country right or wrong isanti-Christian, for if my country is
wrong, it must beresisted, and brought into confor mity with the kingdom of God. To
choseto follow your country, even when it goes contrary to the rule of God, isidolatry.
It isnot seeking God's kingdom first, but second or third, and anything lessthan first is
idolatry. | bring out thisidea just to show you how dangerousthis prayer is. If
Christiansreally desire God'sruleto come, and to drive out the rule of evil forces, it
becomes the basisfor that kind of enthusiasm that leads to civil disobedience, and even
revolution.

Enthusiasm for the kingdom iswhat tur ned theworld upside down in the early
church, and it has been thedriving for ce behind the great social movements of history
that have put an end to so much injustice. Volumes are filled with the heroes and
heroines of history, who have prayed, Thy kingdom come, and proved they really meant
it, by being achannel of God's love that gave God an open door to enter lives and reign
there.

| had heard so much about M other Teresa of Calcutta, but recently | read some of her
writings, and discovered a marvelous Christlike woman. Shelovesthe unlovely with a



love only Christ can supply. Shereaches out to the unwanted, unloved, and abandoned,
and she gives them help and dignity. She helpsthe hopeless die with dignity, and live,
knowing they wereloved after all. In Calcutta alone she had taken in 30,000 people off
the street by 1975. Most of these she led to seek God's pardon, and Hislove. She helps
lepers believe God loves them, and that their horrible malady is not due to Hisr ejection
of them.

She wrote of one old leper who was completely disfigured, who came to her and said,
"Repeat that again; it doesme good. | had always heard that no one lovesus. Itis
wonder ful to know God loves us. Say it again."

She discovered that the greatest hunger in the world isthe hunger to beloved. The
greatest disease and tragedy isto be unloved. She seesthousandsdiein peacejust
because they found out they are loved by God, and have proof of it in her ministry. You
do not realize how hard itisto be Christlike until you read of onewho isbeing Christlike.
Wetend to think of it as passive, but she shows usit isactive. It isan invasion of the
kingdom of dar knesswith light and love to lift the fallen and the crushed.

There have always been many who wer e enthused for the kingdom of God who
sincerely thought they wanted God's will to reign, but who failed miserably, and brought
disgraceto the name of God. Catholics and Protestants alike havetried to forcethe
kingdom of God on others, and in so doing they wrote the darkest chapters of Christian
history. Aldous Huxley in hisnovel, Ape and Essence, defined progress like this: " The
theory that Utopialiesjust ahead, and that ideal ends can justify the most abominable
means, it is your privilege and duty to rob, swindle, torture, endave, and murder, all of
those who obstruct the onward march to earthly paradise."

Christians have, time and time again, become convinced that evil is legitimate for the
cause of the kingdom, and they have disgraced the name Christian, and the name of our
Lord, and of our heavenly Father. When Christiansar e evil and oppressive of others, it
isnot better than when non-Christiansdo it. It isworse, for they represent the kingdom
of God. Someone said, " No rearrangement of bad eggs can make a good omelet." A
Christian who denies me my rights and freedom is more evil than an atheist doing so, for
the Christian isletting the kingdom of darkness use the resour ces of the kingdom of light.
A traitor ismore despicable than an enemy. W e expect an enemy to be unjust, but we
expect all in the family of God to be loving and good. The point | am making is, it is
essential to have enthusiasm, but that alone isnot enough.

Thisiswhy, hallowed be Thy name, isthe first petition, and must have priority over
the others. Nothing can be acceptable Christian behavior that brings dishonor to the
name of God. If you by sheer force get people to conform to the kingdom, but they
despise the king of the kingdom, the kingdom has not really come at all. You may form a
legalistic cultur e as many have, where the laws of God ar e enforced on unwilling subjects.
Thisisasdlave culture, and not the kingdom of God. Where God truly reigns, the people
choseto obey Him, for they love Him, and enjoy the liberty His law gives. Our
enthusiasm for the kingdom must always be guided by the higher desire to honor the
name of God. Thehistory of Christian cruelty isthe history of taking this second petition
asnumber one, and excluding thefirst. Thisisforgetting that the kingdom only truly



comes where the name of God ishonored. Thisprayer isadesirethat leads, not only to
an experience of enthusiasm, but also to-

I1. AN EXPERIENCE OF EXPECTATION.

If you want anything to come, the implication isthat it isnot yet here, and so this
desire, by itsvery nature, looksto the future. We must livein expectation of its
fulfillment. Thisexpectation includes theimmediate and the infinite future, aswell as
everything in between. It isa mistaketo limit the coming of God's kingdom to anyone
manifestation of it. Thosewho look only to the end of history missthe value of this
prayer for the daily processof history. One of the strongest objections humanists have
of Christianity is that it has often ignored human misery, and focused on futureglory.
This has often been true, but not because it was the way of Christ, or God'swill.

Thetruedesirefor God toruleisnot just adesire for someday, but for today. We
areto desireit now, just aswe desire daily bread. Thisisnot aprayer Christians have
prayed for nearly 2,000 year swithout an answer. It isanswered daily in millions of lives.
Therefore, it isa mistake to focus only on the ultimate expectation of the coming of the
kingdom. If thisisaprayer for the coming of the final kingdom only, then it isthe most
unanswer ed prayer in history. Multiplied millions have prayed it over and over through
the centuries. If it hasonly one answer at the end of history, it is not very effective nor
efficient, and it would then be more like the vain repetition that Jesus condemned in
prayer.

Unfortunately, both Protestants and Catholics have seen this petition as a future focus
only. Many Protestants seeit as primarily relating to the millennial kingdom, where
Christ will reign on earth. M aritain, the Catholic scholar, writes, " This petition, or this
desire, relatesfirst and above all to the futureworld, the world of eternity." My own
conviction isthat Jesusintended this prayer to be a practical guide for daily life. He
expected God'sname to be honored now in everyday life, and He expected the will of God
to be done now; daily, in thelife of the believer. We need daily bread, daily forgiveness,
and daily deliverance from temptation. Why should we take all the desires of thisprayer
for man and make them current events, and then take the threefirst desires concerning
God's person, power, and purpose, and treat them asrelating to thedistant future? This
isboth foolish and danger ous, for it is saying, God is nhot relevant for the now.

| think Jesus had just the oppositeideain mind. He expected the Christian who prays
this prayer, with adesire for the kingdom to come, would expect it now, and not someday.
The desireisfor God'swill toreign in the present. The ultimate reign of God is
inevitable, and will come whether we pray or not. God'swill will be done finally, but the
real issueis, will it be done today, and will it be done by us? Will God'srule be effective
in the decisions we make right now? For the millionswho pr ay this prayer, that should
bethe primary question, and, therefore, the primary expectation should be for the
kingdom to come, not just someday, but today.

Helmut Thielicke, the great German preacher, who kept preaching the Gospel even
under Hitler, tells of a day of great discouragement. His church had been bombed, and



was a heap of rubble and ashes. His peoplewer e scattered to the four winds. He stared
into the concr ete pit wher e 50 people had been killed. He was depr essed as he was
absorbed in the gloomy thoughts of it all. A woman came up and asked if he was the
pastor, and when he said yes, she said, "My husband died down ther e...the cleanup squad
was unableto find atrace of him...Weweretherethelast timeyou preached in the
Cathedral church. And here befor e this pit | want to thank you for preparing him for
eternity."

Thielicke said the kingdom had come, even into that depr essing environment. He had
not been expecting it, but the point is, he should have, and all of us ought to always expect
the kingdom of God to come. That iswhat we pray for, and that is what we should be
always expecting, whatever the situation. Our desireisnot just that God will ultimately
reign, but that He will reign now, and over rulethe power of evil, and bring forth good
for time, as well as eter nity.

We are praying, come and so reign in my life that whatever the circumstance, | can be
used to be part of the answer rather than part of the problem. Thisisthe prayer, not just
of the eternal optimist, but of the present optimist who expects God to win even now.
Augustine wasright when hesaid, " It isthe grace of living the right way that you ask for
when you pray, Thy kingdom come." Thewhole idea of being the salt of the earth and
the light of the world, isthat of being a channel by which the kingdom of God can come
into this world now. This petition isto be an experience of enthusiasm and expectation
that will make usatool God can useto make morereal to us, and the world, the king and
the kingdom.

6. THE TRINITY OF DESIRES Based on Matt. 6:7-15

Thereisonly one of the 50 states that is named after aman, and that isthe state of
Washington. It was originally named after King George |1l of England, and called New
Georgia. When America acquired it from Britain, they called it Columbia, and later
changed it to Washington in honor of thefirst President. This same piece of land bore
the name of two great enemy leaders of the American Revolution: Georgelll of
England, and Geor ge Washington of the Colonies. It bear sthe name Washington now,
however, because he was the Georgethat got the job done, and hewon. Hisnameis
honored in our land because he was victorious.

Some names ar e honored in more than oneland. One of the most fascinating casesis
that of the great Russian Admiral, Ivan Pavel. In 1788 Catherine the Great sent him to
lead the Russian fleet against the Turksin the Black Sea, and Ivan won a stunning
victory. He won many other battles at sea as well. But you say, so what, we never heard
of the guy. That is because, as Paul Aurandt points out in his book Destiny, the name
soundsdifferent in Russian. Ivan in English isJohn, and Pavel is Paul. Thisgreat
Russian hero is none other than the great American hero, John Paul Jones. This same
man, because of the persuasion of Thomas Jeffer son, made a name for himself in both



the nations which becamethe super power s of the 20th century.

There are many who have made names that are honored in many lands, and some who
are almost univer sally honored. This isthe ultimate objective of the plan of God for this
ear th, that his name be univer sally honor ed. Thisiswher e prayer begins, says Jesus.
Thisisthe unifying principle that makes Christians all over the world, one. They might
disagr ee on many things, but one thing all must hold in absolute unity isthat God'snhame
isto be honored universally. When you care enough to pray the very best, you pray,
hallowed be thy name. Wher e ever the name of God ishonor ed, people are open to
God'srule, and there Hiskingdom will come. And wher e Hiskingdom comes, His will
will be done on earth asit isin heaven.

Thefirst three petitions of the Lord's Prayer are very much like the three Persons of
the Godhead in that they are one. Any one of them includes the other two. Y ou cannot
honor His name without His kingdom coming and Hiswill being done. Y ou cannot see
His kingdom come, and not honor His hame, and do Hiswill. You cannot do Hiswill, and
not honor Hisname, and see Hiskingdom come.

InLuke 11, Dr. Lukerecords another occasion when Jesus taught this same prayer,
and there He says only the first two, and the third petition ismissing. It isthere by
implication, however, for it isthelogical result of God'skingdom coming. If Herules
and reignsin your life, then Hiswill will be your supreme guide, and you will do it. The
fact that Jesus did not legalistically always say all threeis evidence that He did not intend
this prayer to be a magic formula. It cannot please God by merely being repeated over
and over. Itisnot aform, but a guide by which we bring all of our desiresinto
conformity with the purpose of God.

Herein the Sermon on the Mount Jesus gives us the balance of three God-centered
desires, and thr ee man-center ed desires. Threerepresentsthe nature of God, who is
triune, and it isfascinating how the three runsthrough all Scripture, and nature. God's
Word and Hisworld take on the nature of their Creator. All of nature is categorized as
animal, mineral, or vegetable. It can also be, earth, water, and air. It isalso, solid, liquid,
and gas. Thereare hundreds of uses of three in the Bible. We cannot begin to look at
them, but just note a few examples that have influenced all of history. Thethreefriends
of Job, the three wise men, with their three gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. On
the Mount of Transfiguration, Moses and Elijah joined Jesus, making a three per son
confer ence, and Peter wanted to build thr ee taber naclesto commemor ateit. Jesus said
destroy thistemple, and in three days | will raise it up, and as Jonah was three days and
three nightsin the belly of a huge fish, so will | be three days and thr ee nightsin the heart
of the earth.

| sharejust these few well known referencesin order to establish how important
threesarein theBible. It hasinfluenced all of literature. Take children storiesin our
own culture, for example. You havethethree bears, thethreelittle kittens, the three
blind mice, the three little pigs, the three billy goats gruff, and the three little fishes. So
many of the stories of history are about the kings three sons or three daughters, or the
three musketeers. So many of the jokesyou hear are of three men, or the Catholic, the



Protestant, and the Jew. Thereis something about threes that give balance. So many of
the popular sayings are three wor d sayings.

Blood, sweat, and tears.

Three cheersfor thered, white, and blue.
Tom, Dick, and Harry.

M orning, noon, and night.

Tall, dark, and handsome.

L ove, honor, and cherish.

Healthy, wealthy, and wise.

Faith, hope, and love.

A thorough study would produce many mor e examples. Three point sermonsare not
just the whim of pastors. The idea of threepointsto any message is based on the nature
of God, reality, and the human need for balance. In threethereisunity, strength, and
completeness. M ary Davis wrote,

Three men, together riding,

Can win new worlds at their will;
Resolute, ne'er dividing,

Lead, and be victor s still.

Three can laugh and doom a king.
Three can make the planet sing.

And| can add aline: Threecan cover everything that God wantsusto desirefor Him.
When we get the first thr ee desir es of the Lord's Prayer dominating our lives, we have
reached the heights of successin Christian living. We want to focus on the third desir e of
thistriumphant trinity of desires. There are some powerful implicationsinvolved in
praying thy will be done on earth asit isin heaven. First of all:

I. ITIMPLIESA GREAT NEGATIVE.

If we need to pray constantly that God'swill be done on earth, it is quit evident that
God'swill isnot done on earth much of the time. Everybody knowsthisisso, for it is self
evident, even to the blind. Yet, many Christiansrefuse to face up to thisreality, and try
to promote the cruel idea that everything isthewill of God. Thereisno way to measure
the damage Christians have done with this perverted idea of the sovereignty of God, by
which they mean, Heis the cause of every terrible thing that happensin history.

If everything isthe will of God, then thereisno more meaningless prayer than one
that asksthat it be done. We might just as well ask that the world be round, that the stars
be up, that birds be ableto fly. Why not pray for the sun to be hot, and that fir e would
burn, and that gravity would hold us down? Jesusisnot toying with ushere, and playing
theological tricks. Heisteaching usthe most important desires we can develop to be
successful Christians, and one of them isthe desire for God'swill to bedone. Thereisno
way you can honestly develop such a desireif God'swill isalready always done.
Therefore, any teaching that saysall isthe will of God, isadirect contradiction of Jesus.



Thewhole point of prayer isto cooperate with God in moving toward ideals. The
reason we areto pray that God's name be honored isbecause it is everywhere
dishonored. Thereason we areto pray that His kingdom comeis because God'srule and
authority are rebelled against everywhere. Thereason we areto pray that Hiswill be
doneisbecause it iseverywhere just not being done. These arethe three great potentials
of history, but right now they are not great r ealities. Being awar e of thisisthe only
protection we have
against the wiles of the devil. Christianswho believe everything isthewill of God are
open game for every religious con artist, and cult leader, that comes along.

Theworld is so full of people who claim to know the will of God for everything, and
everybody, that it takes a sucker being born every minutejust to keep them all in
business. Thetragedy is not only the deception, but the dishonor it bringsto the name of
God among peoplewho are thinkers. The man who founded the church of Satan in
America, did so because of believerswho dishonored the name of God. Hewas a
reporter, who wasoften at the scene of accidents. After seeing children crushed and
broken, and smashed to pieces, and then hearing, time and time again, Christians saying
it wasthe will of God, he cameto hatethe God of Christians. That iswhy he formed a
religion of Satanism to mock the Christians God. He will be judged, but the Christians
who spouted such false theology, will also be held accountable.

If you study the history of communism and atheistic humanism, you will discover that
one of the major reasonsfor their existence isthe failure of Christiansto honor the name
of God by doing Hiswill. Instead, they excepted the rotten state of the world, asit was,
asthewill of God. The result was many anti-Christian movements. One of the most
important thingsyou can do for this fallen wor Id isto acknowledge the truth that God's
will isnot done on earth asit isin heaven. That iswhy heaven isheaven, and earth isthat
place where so many ar e convinced isthe only hell thereis. Until we are willing to admit
it isa hell-hole for many, and that thisis not God's will, we will never take this prayer
seriously, and never develop the desiresthat motive usto make a difference.

The Christianswho have made adifference in history ar e those who, with deep
conviction, have said of some evil, thisis not the will of God, and by God's grace and
power, | will help theworld berid of it. Theidea of accepting everything, asif itisthe
will of gods, isa pagan idea. Christians have had to fight thisidea all over the planet to
save people from man made evil and tragedy. The Christian view isthat no preventable
evil and suffering isthe will of God. If disease, starvation, and every evil you can
imagine, can be prevented, then God ison the side of those who fight for its prevention.
Before any such preventable evil, it isnot Christian submission, but pagan fatalism to
say, " Let mebe still and murmur not, but breathe the prayer divinely taught, thy will be
done." ItisChristianswho have so surrendered to evil who have brought darknessto
the name of God. Those who destroy the kingdom of evil do the will of God, and bring
honor to Hisname.

When man is not dominated by the desire to do the will of God, he will do his own will
instead. Thisgoesfor the Christian, aswell as everyone else. Thisisthe primary cause
for conflict, and the break down of unity in the family of God. Wyn Sutphin, the pastor



of a great Presbyterian church, givesthis example of how even pastors can fall into the
trap of trying to use God to achieve their own will. Hewrites, " | remember that one
minister once went so far asto engage a planeto circle Ebbets Field in Brooklyn. This
wasin the Dodger Days, and from that soaring pulpit he announced that he would make
the prayersthat would ensur e the Dodger svictory! | have no sympathy with that, for, in
thefirst place, its plain blasphemy, and in the second, | was rooting for the Yankees! Ah,
you see! Instead of studying to know the will of God, most men prefer to deify their
own."

History makesthisclear, and you need look no further than your own heart to know
that God'swill is often resisted, rejected, r eplaced, or redesigned to fit our will. The only
way you can ever really makethisareal desire, and true prayer, is by acknowledging the
reality of the great negative, which is, God's will is often not done. But now let'slook at
the positive.

. ITIMPLIESA GREAT NOBILITY.

The proof that you cannot exalt God without lifting man isright herein thisprayer.
Thesefirst three petitions are God-centered, to be sure. It isGod'snamethat isto be
honored; God's kingdom that isto come, and God's will that isto be done. But let me ask
you, who isit who will honor the name of God? Too whom will the kingdom of God
come? Who will dothewill of God on earth? The answer to all three isman.

Thisisnot a prayer for the Cherubim and the Ser aphim, and other angelic beings.
They already honor God day and night, and they dwell in the fullness of His kingdom,
and they do Hiswill perfectly in heaven. They are the ideal fulfillment of this prayer.

For them it isanswered. Where it needsto be prayed and obeyed, ishere on earth, where
man isthe pray-er and obey-er.

Man islifted by this prayer to the nobility of being a child of the King, but it goes
beyond thisto make man a partner with God. There alot of children who are parts of
families, but who are not partnerswith the parents. Pastors have children with no
interest in the ministry. Politicians have childr en who have no interest in politics.
Business people have children who take no interest their business. They arein the
family, but they arenot partners. It isthe same in thefamily of God, but it isnot God's
will. The heavenly Father expects every child to be a partner in His plan for man. In
fact, He depends upon usto the point that if we do not become active partners, Hiswill
does not get done. Hereisthe basis for the dignity and nobility of every child of God.

God gives His children a great deal of responsibility. We need to recognize that God
putsHistrust in us, and He expectsusto do Hiswill on earth. He has a high respect for
what His children can doin thisworld. If He wants usto desire these things deeply, and
make them the primary prayers of our lives, He believesin us. He believesthat we can
bring honor to His name; that we can be channels of His power and rulein theworld, and
that we can do Hiswill on earth, just likethe unfallen angels of heaven. To pray this
prayer, believing that you can be God's partner in getting His will done, isto havethe
kind of self-imagethat isthe key to successin any realm of life.



Victor Serebriakoff wastold, asa 15 year old, that hewas not capable of being a
student. He should drop out of school and learn atrade. He believed what he was told,
and acted on that belief, and for 17 year s went from onejob to another. When he was 32
years old, hediscovered, by an |1 Q test, that he wasa genius. Hehad an I Q of 161. He
believe what he was told, and instead of being a dunce, he started living like a genius. He
wrote books, and became a successful business man. The Scripture says, " Asa man
thinksin hisheart, soishe." Webecome what we think we are, or in other words, what
wethink we are, we are.

TheLord'sPrayer can change our wholelifejust by what it can do for our self-image.
If wereally believe that we are partnerswith God in getting thisworld to be a place
where God'swill isdone, it will raise our level of self-esteem, and spur uson to be what
we can be. What isyour value, and what isyour worth? You are a channel for doing
God'swill on earth. The problem is, the average Christian under mines his own
self-worth, and the nobility of hisplacein God's plan. There are so many outstanding
Christiansin this world, who make headlines, and who become well known. It seems
unlikely for most to achieve this sort of fame, and so they tend to minimize their rolein
doing the will of God. Thiskind of thinking is eliminated by the one who really prays this
prayer-thy will be done on earth. Thisisnot an aristocratic prayer, designed for the few
elite at thetop. Isafamily prayer for all thechildren of God, in every place, and at every
time. Every child of God hasthe capability of doing God'swill just as completely as any
other.

| have booksin my library | seldom use, for they arereference worksthat | only need
to consult oncein awhile. They are less valuable to methan books | use constantly. In
fact, there are some books | use frequently that are of far lessvalue than those | seldom
use. Books have different functions, and they are not all alike, but each meets a need.
Each becomes a partner with me in accomplishing my will. The sameistrue of a
mechanic and histools. Some he uses everyday, but others only occasionally, but that
oneheusesrarely isavital part of hisequipment. |If helacked it he could not accomplish
his purpose as a mechanic. Thepoint is, Christiansare all different, and each has
different gifts, but every child of God isa partner with God in getting hiswill done.
Ever yone of usis so unique, we may be the only one who can do the specific will of God,
in our environment, at any particular time.

Thisnot only gives us a nobility, but it ought to help us see why we ought to respect
the self-worth, and potential, of others. Bill Morcy was a problem child, and asa
teen-ager waslisted as hopelessly bad. Hisschool could not find a teacher who would
take the class hewasin. Finally, they found one who had the patience to work with the
hopeless. Morcy slowly dropped his bad habits, and took an interest in his studies,
because of thisteachers concern. He went on to become a associate justice of the
Supreme Court. Then he became a United States Senator, and then Governor of New
York, and finally, Secretary of State. William L. Morcy served faithfully in all these
gr eat posts, and was a success because of one teacher who believed that God'swill could
be done through any person who would respond to love and encour agement.

This prayer isthe backbone of Christians success, for it isthe foundation for our



confidence that God's will can be done, and it can be doneby me. Thisisthe needed
balancein a world where so much isnot thewill of God. Thereisa need for a noble body
of people who counter act this gr eat negative, and provide thewor|d with a great positive:
A realm in which God reigns, and wher e the world can see the value and blessings of His
will being done on earth. This prayer isonly truly prayed by one who, with a true sense
of partnership with God, believes he or she can be a tool to offset the great negative
reality, and be a part of the answer, rather than part of the problem. It isa prayer like
that of John Hay who wrote,

Not in dumb resignation,

We lift our hands on high.

Not like the nerveless fatalist
Content to twist and die.

Our faith springs like the eagle,
Who soarsto meet the sun,
And criesexalting unto thee,
Oh Lord, thy will be done.

When thisistruly our prayer, the kingdom will come, God's name will be honored,
and Hiswill will be done on earth, and it will be done through uswho havethistrinity of
desires.

7. THE DEBT DISSOLVING DESIRE Based on Matt. 6:7-15

About one hundred and sixty five year s ago, in Jan. of 1835, the United States of
America became the only major nation in modern history to do a certain thing. It wasa
thing she would love to be ableto do again, for she paid off her national debt. It was
done by the sale of public landsin the West. Unfortunately, that was a one time solution,
and that wasthe only year our nation had no debt. Today the national debt isamajor
problem. Personal debt is also a major social issue. Studies have shown that the heavy
burden of debt isaprimary cause for depression, alcoholism, marital conflict and
divor ce, and all of the other negative effects of these problems.

Even for those who are wise, and do not get in over their heads, thereisstill the
constant pressure of debt. We can all identify with the poet who wrote,

Tomorrow never comes, they say,
But all such talk isidle gush,

For when we have a debt to pay,
Tomorrow gets here with a rush.

Dead is not all bad, for most of us would be riding hor seback to our caves, instead of
riding in carsto our homes, if it wer e not for the possibility of debt. Debt hasitsgood
side, and even its bad side has caused a lot of good. People hateit so much that it
motivates them to work hard to avoid it. Horace Greeley hated debt, and he said, " |
would rather be aconvict in astate prison, a davein arice swamp, than to pass through



lifeunder the horror of debt." Heso hated it thatit drove him to work hard and become
avery successful editor of the New York Tribune.

Sr. Walter Scott wrote most of hisgreat novelsin order to wipe out aterrible debt.
M ark Twain lectured all over the world to pay off a huge debt he had acquired. Howard
Ruff, one of the leading financial advisersin America, wasoncein debt for half a million
dollars. His father took his own life because of being in debt, but Howar d went from
bankruptcy to wealth and fame. He paid off every cent of hisdebt. He hated it so much
hewas driven to defeat it, and not be defeated by it. Debt can be a power ful motivator,
and it does not always have to be hated. Paul was motivated to become a great preacher
and church planter because of a great debt he owed. He wrotein Rom. 1:14," | am a
debtor both to Greeks and to the Jews, both to the wise and the foolish." He was debt
driven disciple. He owed ever ything to the grace of Christ, who saved him, and the least
he could do was to devote hislife to sharing the good news with a lost world.

Debts can have a good side in thelife of a pagan. Dr. Walter Judd, asayoung
missionary doctor in China, had to choseto treat kindly, or coolly, a very cruel and
wicked chief of bandits. Lu Hsin-Ming led men who looted and killed with no respect for
life. He becameill, and when the Chinese medicine did not help, he was brought to the
hospital. Dr. Judd treated him with kindness, and after afew daysherecovered. Some
months later word came that the Nationalist Army was on itsway to drive out the
bandits. Everyone knew this meant terror for the city, for the bandits would rob, rape,
and destroy, before they fled. Instead, the chief came to Dr. Judd and thanked him. He
even paid the $170.00 hospital bill, and marched off without violence. He had planned to
take Dr. Judd as a hostage, but hiskindnessin treating him changed hismind. Hewasa
cut-throat pagan, but he felt the power of an honest debt, and hisindebtedness motivated
him to bekind in return.

Debt isnot all bad. Paul even saysin Rom. 13:8," Owe no man anything, but to love
one another." The debt of love we oweto all, and thisis a good debt, for it motivates us
to bemor e Christlike. Someone even found a good side to the national debt. It isalmost
a certain guaranteethat futur e gener ations of Americanswill never become ancestor
wor shipers. Thisiswhat you call making the best of a bad situation. But the fact is,
thereisan optimistic side to debts. The pessimistic sideisdue to the fact that debts can
become so excessive that they depress, defeat, and destroy. Debts can be deadly, and that
isthe kind of debtsthat Jesusis dealing with in thisprayer.

They are debts we oweto God. Sins are debts, because when we sin we fail to giveto
God what we owe Him. Heisthe giver of life, and the giver of all the laws of life. M an
has an obligation to obey those laws. Adam and Eve had an obligation to do what God
commanded. When they did not do it, they fell, and that fall into sin was a fall into debt.
They owed God what they did not pay, and when you owe what you can't pay, you are in
debt. Notice, | said, when you owe what you can't pay. |f you can pay what you owe, you
are not seriously in debt. It iswhen you can't pay what you owe that you are seriously in
debt. That iswhat sin is-unrepayable debt.

You owe God 100% obedience. Soif you failed only once, for a few moments, there is



no way you can make up for it. Sinceall therest of your lifeis already owed to God in
obedience, how can you find any time to make up for one disobedience? Thereisno way,
and so fallen man ishopelessly indebted to God. Theideathat if my good works
outweigh my bad ones, | am acceptable to God, isnonsense, in thelight of our debts. Try
making thiswor k on thelevel of your earthly debts. God to your bank, or any creditor,
and seeif he will buy your theology. You simply explain that you have checked over all
your payments, and you have discover ed that you paid three times for everyone that you
missed. Therefore, he hasno right to condemn you as a poor risk, and adebtor, for your
good deeds far outweigh your bad ones. You know that such insanity could get you
committed. Nobody says, if the good outweighsthe bad, that eliminates the bad, and
makesit of no effect.

The bad hasto be dealt with, and the debts have to be covered. Soit iswith our debts
to God. Man has anumber of ways of resolving theissue of debts. He hasloans,
reductions, consolidations of payments, or even bankruptcy. With God thereisonly one
way to deal with our debts. Sincethey cannot be paid off by us, we are already bankrupt,
asfar ashaving any resourcesto eliminate the debt, so thereisonly one answer, and that
isforgiveness.

Horace said, thereisa major rulefor drama. Do not bring a god into the play unless
the plot is so hopelessly tangled up that only a god can unravel it. Thisis precisely what
happened in the human drama. God followed thisvery rule, and tried to work with man
through the law to resolve the sin problem. But as we know, all the blood of all the Old
Testament sacrifices never even paid the debt of one sinnerssingle sin. It was a hopeless
mess, and that iswhy God sent His Son into the world, for He, and He alone, could
unravel the tangled mess, and make it possible for man to have the hope of forgiveness.

Only He could offer an infinite sacrifice able to cover all the debts of man. When
Jesus laid down His perfect sinless life, a value greater to God than our minds could ever
conceive, He deposited in the bank of heaven that which isavailable for paying off the
debt of every human being. By trusting Him as Savior we gain the privilegethat is
beyond compr ehension, to come daily to God, and have our debts dissolved, and sins
forgiven. The poet wrote,

Jesus paid it all,

All the debts | owe,

And nothing, either great or small,
Remains for meto do.

Thisistrue, for thereisnothing we can do to add to that infinite account that pays our
debt. But Jesus still requires our involvement in this debt dissolving process. Itisa part
of the Lord's Prayer because He expectsusto have a daily desire for the for giveness of
our sins. There aretwo things that Jesus emphasizes, and which He wants usto be aware
of in our daily spiritual journey. They are:

1. The consciousness of our debt's demands.
2. The condition for our debt'sdissolving.



L et'sexamine these two in some detail.
I. THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF OUR DEBT'SDEM ANDS.

It is something of a paradox to say Jesus paid it all, and yet see here that He demands
that we remain conscious of our debt to God, and that we pray continuously for
forgiveness. Everyday you are to acknowledge you are a dependent child by asking your
heavenly Father for daily bread, and then follow up by acknowledging you are a defiled
child, by asking for forgiveness.

Isthis something on the order of the husband and wife bickering, he says, " | thought
we agreed to forgive and forget." Sheresponded, "I have, but | just don't want you to
forget I'veforgiven and forgotten." We have a hard time getting rid of old debts, and
even when they are paid off, we remain conscious of them, and they weigh us down. The
wor ld isfull of people who cannot let go of their sin that God has forgiven and forgotten.
Itisfolly to remember what God forgets, and many a Christian has emotional problems
because they do it.

Thisisnot what Jesusisteachingustodo hereat all. He doesnot want ustoremain
conscious of old debtsthat have been for given, but He does want usto be conscious of the
fact that we are always entering into new debts, and we need to be aware that this
demands aresponse on our part. Theideathat because Jesus paid it all, | can just forget
about it all together, and not bother with confession, and seeking forgiveness, isnot an
idea from the mind of Christ. By this prayer, He saysjust the opposite. Sinisa
per petual part of the Christian life, and, therefor g, forgiveness must be per petually
sought. Themoney in your bank account is available to you, but you still have to ask for
it. If you need it and don't ask, they will not send it to meet your need. Soitiswith the
bank of heaven. Ask, and you shall receive.

Jesus, by saying we ought to pray perpetually for forgiveness, makesit clear that no
Christian will ever be sinlessin thislife. It may be possibleto go for some time with no
conscious awareness of sin, but the sin of omission is ever with us. All of usfall short of
the glory of God. If you are lessthan what you could be, you are in debt to God, and not
a day goes by that we do not incur debt on thislevel. Remember, thisprayer is not for
the bad guys. Thisisthe prayer Jesustaught Hisdisciples. It isfor the people of God,
the body of Christ, and Jesus says these good and godly people areto pray per petually
for the forgiveness of sin.

Aslong asyou are in the body that needs daily bread, you will also need daily
forgiveness. First we say give, and then we say forgive. The give and theforgive are so
close, becausethey are linked in life. Adam and Eve were given their daily bread in
abundance, but they abused God's gift and ate what was forbidden. Theresult was, they
now needed forgiveness. Every good gift that God gives can be a potential road to debt
wher ewe need His par don.

Jesus wants usto be as conscious of our daily debt, as our daily bread, for forgiveness



isasvital to our health and well being as is the bread for the body. Only when we stop
sinning can we stop seeking forgiveness, and that means we can never stop asking for
forgiveness. John says, " |f we confess our sins, Heis faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” But what if wedon't confess? What if we
do not acknowledge our debt? It means we pay interest on the debt. Jesus paid it all, but
if we do not claim our rightsto Hisaccount, then, even as redeemed Christians, we will
pay interest on that debt. Without forgiveness, and the feeling of sin being dissolved, the
Christian can have all the same problems asthe non-Christian, who have no solution to
their sin problem. Itisvery simple: The man with ashovel who does not useit, has just
as much snow on his driveway, asthe man who has no shovel.

Two soldierseating together in an army base in Japan got to talking, and one asked
the other why he had stayed in the army asa career man. The sergeant said, " Did you
ever hear of the card game called Rook?" "Yes, | knowthe game," the private
answer ed.

"Well, | was playing with my family when my father and | got into an argument. | left
homeand I've never been back." He never lacked daily bread, but he lacked the food of
forgiveness. That could have reconciled him and hisfather. Thiskind of thing happens
all thetime, and Jesusis saying, if we will be consciousthat we are always part of the
problem, and follow the rule of admitting and confessing that we are debtors, we can
prevent the breakdown of relationships, through the power of forgiveness. Next Jesus
emphasizes,

Il. THE CONDITION FOR OUR DEBTS DISSOL VING.

Thereisarulethat must be followed in being forgiven. Thereisnever alack of funds
to pay our debt, for that isinfinite. Thereisnever an unwillingness on the part of God to
forgive. He delightsin mercy, and no matter how often you come to ask, He never gets
weary of it. 7 times 70 does not exhaust hiswillingnessto for give. Jesusimpliesthat you
need daily forgiveness, and so God has no problem with the frequency of our sin and
need of forgiveness.

The problem isthat we often do not want to fulfill the one condition for being
forgiven, for that isthe condition that we be forgiving. Only forgivers are forgiven.
Jesus makes a special point of this. After the prayer, He makes this comment in verse 14
and 15. "For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will
also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive
your sins." Tennyson wasright when he wrote,

Oh, Man, forgive thy mortal foe,

Nor ever strike him blow for blow!
For all the soulson earth that live
To beforgiven must forgive.
Forgive him seventy times and seven,
For all the blessed soulsin heaven,
Areboth forgivers and forgiven.



Y ou haveto be both, or you are neither. If you are not a forgiver, you will not be
forgiven. Any sin becomes a temporary unfor givable sin if the sinner isunwilling to
forgive another. Thisseemslike a simple enough condition to fulfill to have your own
debt dissolved. It seemsfair and just, yet it is obviously one of the hardest things for men
todo. Thevery fact that Jesus had to go out of Hisway to stressthis point, by making
special comment on it, makesit clear, it ishard for men to grasp thistruth. Thefact that
itisrepeated so often in different context revealsitisatruth that hasto come at men
from avariety of directionsin or der to penetr ate.

In Matt. 18 Jesustells along parableto teach thisvery truth. Theking had mercy on
his servant who owed him a large debt, and when hefell on hisknees and pleaded for
time, the king canceled the debt, and let him go a free man. This man went away and
found another servant who owed him a pittance in comparison to what he had just been
forgiven. When he demanded payment, hisfellow servant fell on his knees, and he begged
for time. But he refused, and had the man thrown into prison. When word got back to
the master of what he had done, it made him so angry he took the unforgiving wretch,
and threw him into prison. Jesus concludesthisstory by saying, " Thisis how my
heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart."

Thisisnot exactly good news. We like the forgiveness, but the condition can be a pain,
for thistwo way str eet often goes against the grain of our pride and prejudice. Wedon't
liketo be overly merciful and forgiving to those who sin against us. We do not seethe
enormous pridethisreflects. It isall right for God to forgive offenses against Himself,
but we don't see why we should have to be for giving toward those who gave the audacity
to offend us. God may only have one unforgivable sin, but we may have dozens of them.
Theunforgiving Christian does not realizethat heis putting himself above God, and God
will not toler ate this.

InMark 11:25 Jesus teaches this truth again. " And when you stand praying, if you
hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive
you your sins." |f you are an unforgiving per son, you have lost the key to the bank of
heaven. You have burned the bridge by which for giveness comesto you. Thisis hard for
usto grasp, and that iswhy it isrepeated so often. We arelikethe naive traveler on his
first plane flight to New York. The pilot came on and announced that one of the engines
went out. Theresult would be, they would be an hour late for landing. Later he
announced a second engine was out, and now they would be two hours late. Still later
came the same announcement when the third engine went out. When the pilot announced
that the last engine was out, the guy responded, " Good grief! Now | suppose we will be
up hereall night." Hewasnot really grasping thereality of the situation. So it iswith
Christians who assume that dissolving their debtsis only a prayer away, while they
ignor etheclear and frequent teaching that we can only get what we give.

Jesus stressesit again in Luke 6:37-38, " For give and you will be forgiven. Giveand it
will begiven to you." Forgivenessislike electricity in that, it will not flow in wher e it
cannot flow out. If there isno complete circuit, it will not start. So it iswith God's
forgiveness. If you do not become a channel of forgiveness, which flows out to those who
sin against you, it islike hitting the switch that cuts off the flow of God's forgiveness to



you. Thismeansyou can become deader than the Dead Sea. It hasinflow, but no
outflow. The Christian who isunforgiving has neither, and thisisthat state where God's
gr ace does not flow in or out of that life. That iswhy Jesusis perpetually warning His
disciplesabout this danger.

Forgivenessis agreat treasure, but you cannot hoard it, and keep it for yourself. You
either share it, or yours evaporates. God madeit that way. The only way you can keep it
isby giving it away. If you hold it, clutch it, and refuse to share it, you loseit. But let go
and let God'sforgiving spirit flow through you to others, and your cup will be
over flowing. The measure you giveisthe measure you get.

If anybody tells you your relationship to man has nothing to do with your relationship
to God, you aretalking to a blind man. It haseverything to do with it. Unlessyou are a
branch office, where men can come and draw on the forgiveness of Christ to dissolve
their debts, the bank of heaven will not release itsfunds to pay your debts. Can you
imagine the Federal Reserve Bank sending fundsto a branch that has closed its doors,
and refuses to make loans to people to cover their debts? No way! The bank hasto let
other susetheir resources, or they will not get resourcesto use. God hasbuilt thisinto
Hiswhole system of mercy aswell. Blessed ar e the mer ciful for they shall obtain mercy.
Every prayer for pardon isalso a promiseto pardon. This means we are debtorsboth to
God and man. We are always under obligation to forgive those who seek our forgiveness.

This sounds tough to swallow, and most people get frightened by the impossible. They
think thismeanswe have to beforgiving of everyone regar dless of their attitude. Not
even God, in Hisinfinite mercy, doesthis. God does not forgive those who do not repent
and seek His forgiveness. Jesus did not pray at the temple, where they wereripping
people off, Father forgivethem. Instead, He tipped over their tables, and chased them
out with a whip. If some of these money changers came to Jesus after this, and said,

M aster we are sorry for this abuse, please forgive us. He would have forgiven them. The
point is, if you are being treated unjustly by someone, and they love it, and refuse to stop,
and ask your forgiveness, you are not in debt to them. You do not owe for givenessto
those who refuse to live in peace. God doesnot owe forgivenessto Satan. It isnot
beyond His grace, but it is beyond Satan's nature to seek it, and thereisno forgiveness
where thereisno will to seek it. TheProdigal never would havetasted hisfather's
forgiveness had he stayed with the pigs.

Just because the bank is full of money, doesnot mean it will pay your debts. You have
to have some claim on that money to be able to write checks, and pay off your
obligations. Christ has made infinite r esources available, but you must fulfill this
condition to have accessto those resources. When you pray, Father forgive me, you are
not saying, do it because | promiseto never sin again, or because | am resolved to do
better, or because I'll try to pay you back, or one hundred and one other reasons. You
pray this prayer knowing it can only be answer ed when you ar e saying, forgive me
because | share thetreasure of your forgiving grace with other debtors. Forgive me,
because | am aforgiver. For give me, because | have the debt dissolving desire.



8. THE DESIRE FOR DELIVERANCE Based on Matt. 6:7-15

Winston Chur chill suddenly found himself a 25 year old prisoner of war. Thiswasin
1899. Hewas captured by the South African Army in the Boer War, and he endured a
nightmare. Hewasthe first prisoner of importance to be captured in the war. Churchill
roamed the prison camp in Pretoria, as he plotted an escape. Finally, he settled on a plan
to go over thewall. It was poorly guar ded with only two officers.

The night of the escape began with his hiding in a lavatory. Churchill lead the way,
and wasthe first to go over the wall. He waited for the others, and heard the sounds of
frenzied movements and whispered war nings that the guardswere coming. The escape
was off, but there he was alone on the outside, and he had no maps and no compass. He
did not know whether to climb back in, and wait for a better time, or go on hisown. He
decided this could be hisonly chance, so he went to therailroad station, and caught a
freight train. He had no idea wher e he was going.

The wor ds spread quickly, and the sear ch wason. Hischance of escapewasslim. He
jumped off thetrain at dawn, and then made hisway through the high grassand swamp.
He was miserable under the hot sun. He was weak, and near delirious, and at nightfall he
realized he would have to seek help, no matter how dangerous. Someone passed in the
darkness, and he called out. By the providence of God, it wasthe only Englishman in
hundreds of miles. Had he spoken to anyone else he would have been arrested, for the
whole country was looking for him. To make a long story short, this man was able to get
him smuggled out of the country. He eventually made it back to England where he
became a her o, and one of the most successful leadersin the history of England. God
provided a way of escape for what seemed hopeless odds against him, and that
deliverance made all the difference in the world for hisfuture.

Deliver ance determines destiny because, though not ever yone getsinto amesslike
Churchill, everyone at some point in life needs to be delivered from some evil. It may be
exter nal, or it may be internal. Deliveranceisamajor theme of the Bible, and of history,
and of life, because thereisa constant and continuous need in every human lifeto
experience deliverance.

Who are the her oesof history? They are the deliverers. Moses led hispeople out of
Egypt asa great deliverer. The great kings of Israel, like David, and the great judges,
like Samson, were deliverers. Over and over history repeated itself asthe people became
ensnared by evil, and came under the bondage of an oppressor. The Lord would then
raise up a deliverer, and the people would sing, " Thou art my help and my deliverer.
The Lord ismy rock and deliverer." Y ou cannot think of a Biblical character that did
not in some way need deliverance, or provideit.

Joseph was delivered from the pit, Potipher'swife, and prison. Hewasraised up to be
a deliverer of hisfamily, and the people of God. David was delivered from Saul, and
raised up to deliver his people from their enemies. Daniel was delivered from the lions,
and became a great leader. Histhreefriendswere delivered from the fiery furnace.



Jonah was delivered from the belly of the fish. The point can beillustrated endlessly.
Deliveranceisno side street. Itisamain road intheword of God. If you look in your
concordancethe wordsdeliver, deliverance, and deliver er are used so many times from
Genesisto Revelation that you will not even motivated to count them.

The greatest Biblical story of all: The greatest story ever told, is also a story of
deliverance. The Old Testament portrayed the coming of the M essiah as the Deliverer.
Paul quotesthe Old Testament in Rom. 11:26, " The deliverer will come from Zion; he
will turn godlessness away from Jacob." The Greek word herefor deliver isthe one
Jesususes for the last petition of the Lord's Prayer. Theword isrhuomai. It isthe same
word used in the cry of Paul in Rom. 7:24. " Who will deliver mefrom this body of
death." In Il Cor.1:10 Paul uses this sameword three times. "He hasdelivered usfrom
such a deadly peril, and He will deliver us, on Him we have set our hopethat He will
continueto deliver us."

Paul did not have any superficial view of life. He did not think of deliverance as a once
for all experience, like being saved. He saw it as a continuous, never ending, experience,
until that final deliverance, when we escape, not only the penalty and the power of sin,
but thevery presence, forever. Until then thereisno prayer mor e relevant than-deliver
us from evil. It istrue, as Paul saysin another use of thisword, in Col. 1:13. "For He
has deliver ed us from the dominion of darkness and brought usinto the kingdom of the
Son..." Jesushas already become our deliverer. But healso looks ahead in | Thess. 1:10
wher e he usesthe word again to say, " Jesus, who delivers us from the wrath to come."
Thereis still futur e deliverance as well.

Peter callsour attention to the deliverance we ar e focusing on in thisprayer. He uses
thesameword in |l Peter 2:7 to say," The Lord knows how to deliver godly men from
trials." Because he knows how Jesustaught usto pray to Him daily-deliver usfrom evil.
In other words, rescue usin thisworld of never ceasing threats. Jesus has no superficial
view of life, or of the power of evil. Do you think that He, who knows the heart of man
better than man knowsit, is not aware of the ever present temptation to do evil, evenin
thelives of Hismost faithful followers. He wastempted in all pointslike aswe are, yet He
was without sin. But Heis not without awar eness that none of His followers will ever be
without sin. Do you think He did not know that Christianswould get hooked by every
piece of bait the subtle serpent would put out to ensnare man? If he got Adam and Eve
to fall, who were uncontaminated by sin, why should he fail with the rest of the polluted
race?

Jesus knows His disciples will always be sinners, and that iswhy they need to pray
daily for forgiveness. He knew they would be subject to daily temptation. They would be
in constant need of deliverance. They have already been deliver ed from the penalty of
sin, and so they arejustified. They will befinally delivered from the presence of sin, and
so be glorified. But meanwhile, the Christian lifeisabattleto be delivered from the
power of sin, and so be sanctified. Jesusis saying, by this prayer, thereare two key
elementsinvolved in being successful in this process of sanctification. Thefirst is-

I. THE CONFESSION OF PESSIM | SM .



Lead usnot into temptation. Here isan awar eness of weakness. Don't lead meinto
temptation, for | can tell you right off that | cannot stand. | will fail and fall, so don't put
meto thetest. Thisisthe prayer of the aware. | am not one to pretend that if it was me
who faced Satan in the garden we would still be in paradise. | am not one to pretend that
the sins that have brought others down, could not also bring me down. |f pride goes
before a fall, then humility should go before arise, and, therefor e, wiseisthe Christian
who is honest and humble about his or her weakness.

Thisprayer is aconfession of pessimism about ones own ability to face temptation
and stand. Don't lead me into temptation, we pray, because we know the outcome will be
failure, and we will fall. The Christian, whoin pride, thinks he can take on the devil in
hand to hand combat, and not fear defeat, is not listening to the Word of God. The
warningsareto betaken seriously. TheBible says, " Watch and pray that you enter not
into temptation." And, "He who stands beware lest he should fall." Someone has said,
"It wasnot for reclining on couches of scented rose leaves that we ar e bidden to take on
the whole armor of God." If wecould stand on our own, we would not need all of this
armor. Thewise and sensible Christian is awar e of his weakness, and knowsthereisa
breaking point where he will yield to temptation if heisnot delivered.

In Geor ge Orwell'sbook, 1984, he describes how Winston Smith, the central figurein
the book, defies the utterly oppressive government. The state has condemned his love
for Julia, but hefightsthe state, and goes on loving her. Even when they arrest him and
torture him, he stands fast in hisrebellion. Then they took him to room 101. Thereis
shown and ingenious cage where his head can be placed in one end, and a door opened on
the other end, where rats can comein and attack hishead. Nothing in all the worId
br ought him feelings of more petrifying horror than rats. Thiswasthe trial that broke
him, and hecried out "Do it to Julia! Do it to Julia!” He was broken, and renounced his
love. Hewasnow a slave of the state.

Every man has a breaking point, and Jesus is saying, the wise Christian is one who
does not need thistruth proven, for he knows it istrue, and confessesit isso. That iswhy
he needsto pray, don't put meto thetest, for | know | will break. Don't let me play
Russian roulette with all the chamber sloaded. Thisprayer eliminatesall presumption.
The Christian who is honest about his weaknessisnot going to tempt God to spare him,
even though he exposes himself to the flames. The Christian who has a weakness for
alcohol, and yet goesinto a bar to meet hisfriends, isnot being honest. Heis sayingto
God, "I can handlethis. Y ou can let me play with fire, for | will not get burned. | am
ableto resist the power of evil, so you can lead me into temptation, and | will show you |
can stand and passthe test."

It may, in fact, be true, that he has such self-control, but heis still being foolish and
presumptuous, and many a proud Christian has fallen with this attitude. The same thing
istruefor any sin. If lust makes you tempted to beimmoral in your sexual behavior, you
have the more obligation to be honest about your weakness, and avoid whatever leads
you into temptation. The greater your weakness, the gr eater your obligation to avoid an
encounter with the evil one, on histerms. If you have atendency to take thingsthat
don't belong to you, pray, Lord don't lead meinto temptation. Don't let me be alone in



settingswhere | am tempted to steal. L et me be with others where thistemptation cannot
ensnare me. The honest Christian needs to plead for protection from hisown
weak nesses.

When George Adams Smith, the Bible scholar, was climbing the Alps, they cameto a
point wher e the wind was blowing strong, and unconscious of the danger, heroseto get a
view over the precipice. Instantly, his guide drew him back down and said, "I n aplace
like this, and in awind like this, our safety depends on one thing-keeping to our knees."
That iswhat Jesusissaying to usin thisprayer. Don't be foolish and presumptuous, and
take chances with the for ces of evil. Pray for providential guidanceto be protected from
those situationswhich ar e beyond your control. When you are in adangerous setting,
stay on your knees. Any Christian who getsinto a situation where he fallsinto sin, does
so because heisnot praying thisprayer. If hewas prayingit, and honestly facing up to
his own weakness, he would not bein that situation wher e hefalls. Thereisa way of
escape, but like the way to any good goal, it does not get you there unless you takeiit.

Charles Spurgeon stressed the compassion this prayer can develop in us, as we focus
on our own weakness. The hardness of the self-righteous Pharisees was due to their
inability to be honest about their own sin. The person who isquick to judge and
condemn, and call for harsh treatment of the sinner, isone who is not being honest about
his own sinful nature. Spurgeon said, " | am afraid that badly as some behave, under
temptation, other s of us might have done worse if we had been there. 1 like, if | can, to
form akind judgment of the erring, and it helps me to do so when | imagine myself to
have been subject to their trials....and to have been in their circumstances....should | not
have fallen as badly asthey have done, or even gone beyond them in evil? He goeson in
his ser mon to say-

So | think that this prayer, " Lead us not into temptation,”
Should often spring up from the heart thr ough a
charitable feeling towards otherswho have err ed,
who are of the same flesh and blood as our selves.
Now, whenever you see the drunkard reel through
the streets do not glory over him, but say, " Lead

us not into temptation." When you take down the
papers and read that men of position have betrayed
their trust for gold, condemn their conduct if you will,
but do not exult in your own steadfastness, rather

cry in all humility, " L ead usnot into temptation.”

It would teach us milder and gentler ways with

sinful men and women if this prayer were as often

in our heartsasit isupon our lips.

This prayer can only be honestly prayed by one with a sense of humility, and an
awar eness of his own weakness. It doesnot fit in the life of the proud, the self-sufficient,
the arrogant, and self-righteous. It isthechild's prayer, and the child's desire for the aid
and security that only his heavenly Father can supply. Godet, the great commentator,
putsit all together when hewrites, " L et me do nothing thisday which would force Thee



for a single moment to withdraw Thy hand, and to give me over to the snare which the
evil one will plantin my way.... |f the occasion of sinning presentsitself, grant that the
desire may not be found in me. If the desire isthere, grant that the occasion may not
present itself."

It isthis honest confession of pessimism about ones own strength that opens one up to
the strength of God. This honest self-pessimism opensthe door to Christian escapism.
Wetend to think of escapism as negative. Likethe British officer who was drinking
heavily, and helifted hisglass and said, "My friend, this isthe swiftest r oad out of India."
The world seeksto escape the unpleasant by means of alcohol, drugs, or sex, and so we
frown on escapism. But thereisa legitimate escapism. " Fleayouthful lust" saysthe
Bible. That isescapism. The getting out of the way of that which can lead to gr eat
unpleasantness. Don't fight it, just run.

To priests weretalking about the temptations they faced in working with young
women in their parish. The one had to moveto another location to avoid problems. The
other one said he coped with the temptation by always being with agroup. Thefirst
responded, " You found your safety in numbers. | found minein exodus." Both were
valid means of escapism. That iswhat Jesuswantsusto doin daily life. Hewantsusto
practice escapism by praying, " Lead usnot into temptation." Who isbetter equipped to
deal with sinspower. The derelict who knows its every twist and turn, or the escapist who
has, time and time again, avoided the pit? It isthe escapist whoisthevictor. The
differ ence between the Christian and the non-Christian is not that the Christian is not
tempted to the same sins. They are, but the Christian is an escape artist who has found a
way to avoid thetrap. It begins with an honest awar eness of ones weakness, and a
confession of pessimism about ones self. The second element we want to look at is-

Il. THE EXPRESSION OF OPTIMISM.

We do not stop on the pessimist note, but go on to expr ess confidence that by God's
grace we can delivered. Forgive usour debtsisa focuson the past. We have already
fallen, and failed to obey God's will, but we ar e assur ed we can be forgiven, and restored
to fellowship with God. But now, we go one step further. Asgreat asforgivenessis, there
isonething better, and that is escaping the need for it by being delivered from evil. This
isa greater victory than forgiveness, for it preventsevil,and all itsnegative
consequences. Forgivenessisone of the greatest wonders of God's grace. We would be
sunk without it, but the fact is, deliveranceis even greater. To berescued from the
clutches of evil, and not need the healing touch of forgiveness, is the greatest victory of
all. Curing adiseaseisa spectacular blessing, but preventing the disease in the first
place is even greater.

The Christian whoismaturing in sanctification isthe Christian who develops the daily
desire for deliverance. He still needsforgiveness, and treasuresit, but he aims higher,
and grows in confidence that he can be deliver ed from evil, and not just forgiven for evil.
Escape isnot only possible, it is expected, for that iswhat sanctification isall about. Itis
the shifting the emphasis of life from forgiveness to deliverance. The more mature a
Christian becomes, the mor ethey will be into preventative grace rather than curative



grace. Wewill need the cure of forgiveness until we die, but if we are growing in grace,
we will need it less and less, for we will be emphasizing the optimist side of Christian
living, which isthat of being delivered.

Jesus said, " Thy sinsare forgiven, go and sin no more." He gave curative grace, but
then said there ispreventative grace that can keep you from needing the cur e again.
Thisisthe spirit of confident optimism He wantsusto have everyday, aswe pray. Be
pessimist about our own weaknesses, but be optimistic about the power of God to deliver.
We cannot escape being subjected to temptation, but we can escape being subdued by it.
In the musical West Side Story, a group of thugs have gathered at their usual meeting
place to boast of their shooting of the leader of another gang. The old man who looked
after the stor e could stand it no longer, and in anger he says, " Y ou know, you makethis
world lousy!" One of the young gangster sresponds, "We found it that way."

Thisisthe spirit of the worldly mind. It ispessimist only. Evil isreal, and we are all
sinners, and so it isinevitable. We just as well cooperate with the for ces of evil, saysthe
pessimist. The Christiansfindsthe world lousy too, and hefinds that in his weakness he
istempted to cooperate with the forces of evil. But then comes the element of optimism
that makes Christianity the light of the world, and the salt of the earth. Deliveranceis
possible, and deliver ance deter minesdestiny. It is always possibleto fall, but the good
newsis, itisalso always possible to stand. The Christian needs to hold these two realities
in balance. The poet wrote,

From dark temptation's power,
From Satan'swiles defend.
Deliver intheevil hour,
And guide meto the end.

What happens when we do not keep these two opposites of pessimism and optimism in
balanceis, we become very unrealistic. The Christian who feels a strong temptation to
yield to the lust of the flesh, if he only feels hisweakness, tendsto surrender, feeling that
failureisinevitable. Hefailsto realize that the temptation isnot asin. The possibilities
of evil arevast, and the Christian cannot escape them. Jesus had to evaluate the pros
and cons of making a stoneinto bread. He was starving, and the appeal of the idea would
have a powerful ally in hisflesh. His body would be crying out for him to do it. After a
40 day fast, the thought of a fresh piece of bread would be the most alluring thought
possible. Jesuswas not just mildly touched by this temptation. It was a powerful appeal,
and Hefelt the put todoit. Feelingthe pull and the attraction of evil isnot evil in itself.
Christians who do not under stand this feel that sense they are attracted to the evil, they
are already guilty, and so they just givein and do the evil they are attracted to.

Now, if they would express their optimism in God's power to deliver, they could be
rescued from this seemingly hopeless situation. If you do not shift out of the low gear of
self-pessimism, you will not escape, but if you shift into the high gear of optimism about
God's power to deliver you can escape. Paul makesthisclear in | Cor.10:13. "No
temptation has seized you except what iscommon to man. And God isfaithful; He will
not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, He will



also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it."

Paul issaying, thislast request of the Lord's Prayer is already answer ed. Deliverance
isassured. So why should we pray it then? Because a way not sought, isa way not found.
Thereisaway to alot of places, but people still get lost. There is always a way of escape,
but if the Christian does not seek it, he often missesthe way, and hasto fall back to the
level of for giveness, rather than climb to thelevel of deliverance. Deliverance isonly
available, and not necessarily inevitable. Defeat isalso possible, and that iswhy we need
to pray so consistently.

Thisfinal petition isa desireto climb higher. Itisa search for sanctification. Itisa
saying, "1 know | can be forgiven for sin, but | would rather bevictorious over sin, and
the forces of evil ever at work in theworld." It isgoing full circle, so that the last request
tiesinto the first, hallowed be Thy name. Let me climb higher and higher so that my
victory over the power of sin brings greater and greater glory to the name of my God,
and my Deliverer. The Christian isnot a pessimist or an optimist, but is both a pessimist
and optimist. Hisvery awareness of his own weakness keeps him from the folly of
depending on his own strength to win over evil. It motivates him to look to his only hope
of victory: The Deliverer-Jesus Christ.

Jesusis our example. He did not face the crosswith a boastful attitude of
self-confidence. He did not say, " Thiswill be no sweat." He sweat drops of blood, and
prayed with great humility, and asks that the cup passed from Him if possible. In other
words, lead me not into temptation. But He was ableto be victorious because he was
confident that God would give Him the power to escape, and be delivered from the
bondage of death. He had the combination of pessimism and optimism that can lead all
of usto that delightful destiny that is determined by deliverance-the destiny of the
sanctified life, that brings honor to the name of God.

Our deliverance and God's glory go hand in hand, for not only will othersglorify God
aswe gain thevictory, but our Deliverer will be our theme song for all eternity.
Therefore, weneed to seek it, and pray for it for all time. Some poet haswritten,

In the time of tribulation,

In the bright and pr osperous way,
In the hour of life's prostration,
In the final judgment day.

God of goodness, us deliver,

And Thy name bepraise forever.

We can bevictorious Christiansin time, and even in times of temptation, if we develop
this daily desire for deliverance.



